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MW 3:30-4:45 p.m.






Office: 110 Bryan Hall

Bryan 330







Office hours: M 1:30-2:30 p.m.,










  Th and F 2-3 p.m., and by appt.

Seminar in Modern Literature and Culture:

J.M. Coetzee in His Times
Jan.
20
W
Introduction




Postcolonial Theory and South African History


25
M


Pramrod Nayar, “Introduction: Postcolonial Thought” (course







reader); “History of South Africa: Timeline” (Collab)






Background: South African Literature from Mid-Century



27
W


Alan Paton, Cry, the Beloved Country (1948) (33-91)
Feb.
  1
M


Cry, the Beloved Country (92-175)


  3
W


Cry, the Beloved CountryI (176-237)








  8
M


Cry, the Beloved Country (finish)


10
W


Nadine Gordimer, “Is There Nowhere Else We Can Meet?” 







(1951), “The Smell of Death and Flowers” (1956), and “Six







Feet of the Country” (1956) (CR)






Waiting for the Barbarians




15
M


Film: Amandla! (2003; 103 min.; on reserve in Clemons); J.M. 










Coetzee, Waiting for the Barbarians (1980) (1-24)


17
W


Waiting for the Barbarians (25-74) 


22
M


Waiting for the Barbarians (75-119)


24
W


Waiting for the Barbarians (finish)






Two Western Influences


29
M


*first paper (5 pages) due; Franz Kafka, excerpt from The Trial 







(1925, CR); Samuel Beckett, excerpt from Watt (1953, 







Collab)






Life and Times of Michael K
 
Mar.
  2
W

 Coetzee, Life and Times of Michael K (1983) (through p. 50)

 
  7
M


Spring Recess


  
  9
W


Spring Recess


14
M


Life and Times of Michael K (51-126)


16
W


Life and Times of Michael K (finish)







Foe



21
M


“Wrestling the Tiger” (1984, Collab); Coetzee, Foe (1986) 







(through p. 45)







23
W 

Foe (47-111)









28  M


Foe (finish)








South Africa in Transition




30
W


Zoë Wicomb, “You Can’t Get Lost in Capetown” (1987, CR); 









Coetzee, “Jerusalem Prize Acceptance Speech” (1987, 










Collab)



Apr.
  4
M


*creative exercise due; “Mandela, Freed, Urges Step-Up in 









Pressure to End White Rule” (Collab); excerpt from 









Desmond Tutu, No Future without Forgiveness (1999, CR)








Disgrace


  6
W


Coetzee, Disgrace (1999) (through p. 67)


11
M 

Disgrace (68-162)




13
W


Disgrace (finish)






Lives of Animals


18
M    Coetzee, The Lives of Animals (1999) (15-69)


20
W


The Lives of Animals: group responses on “Reflections.” Group 1: 








Garber (73-84); Group 2: Singer (85-91); Group 3: Doniger 








(93-106); Group 4: Smuts (107-120); 2003 Nobel Prize in 







Literature press release (Collab)






Summertime


25
M


“Out of South Africa” (Collab); Coetzee, Summertime (2009) 







(through p. 84)


27
W 

Summertime (85-152)
May
  2
M


Summertime (153-201)

FINAL PAPER DUE: On or before Friday, May 6 at 4 p.m.
Requirements: 
· Active and well-prepared participation in class discussions.

· Occasional quizzes and short written assignments (as assigned).
· A presentation to the class of an annotated bibliography, describing five secondary sources related to the novel that you found particularly helpful.  We’ll have sign up soon.  Depending on class size, this report might be solo or with a partner.
· A brief creative exercise, which can be a poem related to the material we study, a rewriting of a scene from another point of view, or something similar that shows you engaging with the material in a creative way.

· A short (5-page) paper and a final paper (9-11 pages) about any aspect of the topic of the class.  Interdisciplinary approaches are encouraged but not required.  These essays should have a fully-developed thesis, an argument supported by relevant evidence, and logical structure.  4000-level courses in the English Dept. typically require research into secondary sources; we will talk more about that in class.

Grading: First paper (5 pages) (15%); creative exercise (5 %); second paper (9-11 pages) (35%); quizzes and short writing assignments (25%); preparation and participation, including presentation of annotated bibliography (20%). 

Policies:

· All assignments are due in class on date indicated.  Please submit a hard copy of papers.

· Extensions must be requested at least two days in advance.

· Late papers will be penalized by -1/3 letter grade per day.

· Your attendance is expected and will improve the quality of the class for everyone.  You are allowed two absences; further absences will affect your final grade.  If you have special circumstances that cause you to miss class, please let me know at the time.  

Books are available at the University bookstore.  The course reader is at N. K. Print & Design on Elliewood Ave.

