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Tuesday & Thursday

12:30 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.

Nau Hall, Room 211

Purpose of Course

History is the study of continuities and change over time.  This course will examine social, political, and economic changes in Virginia from about 1860 to the present.  
We will consider especially the following:

(1) Social, political, and economic changes in Virginia wrought by the Civil War


(2) Reconstruction in Virginia


(3) Dealing with Virginia’s massive pre-war sovereign debt


(4) Progressive reform


(5) Regulation of race relations


(6) The New Deal and World War II in Virginia


(7) Virginia’s “Massive Resistance” to court-ordered desegregation of public schools


(8) A New Dominion?

Structure of Course

Readings will average about 120 pages per week, and will be drawn from both primary source documents (official government documents, contemporary newspaper articles, letters, diaries, journals) and secondary sources (books and journal articles written by historians).   The readings are front-end loaded in order to allow you to concentrate on the group project and your term paper later in the semester.  In class, the instructor will present additional materials, some in the form of straight lectures, some in documentary videos the instructor produced for PBS, and some through guided discussions of the readings.  

There will be a mid-term exam (on March 3); one group project (due on April 2); one 8-10 page paper on a topic of the student’s choice, based upon original research in primary source materials (due on May 6); and a final examination  (on Friday, May 8, 2-5 P.M.). 
Attendance, Alert Participation, Required Readings, and Deadlines

Attendance and alert participation in the class, as well as the timely and thoughtful completion of the assigned readings and exercises, is essential to your success in this course and is expected. If you find that you will not have completed the assigned reading, notify the instructor by e-mail prior to the class. If you find that you will be absent from a class, notify the instructor in advance by e-mail and make arrangements with a classmate to obtain an outline of the material covered. Deadlines are deadlines: the instructor does not read or give any credit for course work received after the deadline unless exceptional arrangements are made in advance.
Electronic Devices

Please refrain from using any electronic devices (including smart phones, tablets, or laptops) during class. 
Outline of Classwork

January 13
Class 1

Introductions; Syllabus; Basic Antebellum Virginia History 
January 15     Class 2

How and why did Virginians get into the Civil War on the side of 




the rebels? How did some Virginians create West Virginia?
Reading: Ronald L. Heinemann, et al., Old Dominion, New


Commonwealth: A History of Virginia 1607-2007, Chapter 10 (pp. 

211-240); Virginia-West Virginia Map; Map: 1860s Railroads; 

Eastern Railroads (Map) [UVACOLLAB]
January 20
Class 3

Guest Lecture: Professor Cynthia Nicoletti : The “Trial” of           




Jefferson Davis




Reading: Paul F. Paskoff, "Measures of War: A Quantitative 




Examination of the Civil War's Destructiveness in the 





Confederacy," Civil War History, Vol. 54, No. 1, March 2008, pp. 




35-62; Map: Civil War Battles and Railroads  [UVA COLLAB]; 




Elizabeth R. Varon, Appomattox: Victory, Defeat, and Freedom at 




the End of the Civil War, Prologue and Part One.
January 22
Class 4

How destructive was the war? In what ways did the war change the 


roles of women in Virginia? How did Lincoln plan for peace?



What was happening in Virginia as the war came to a close?

Reading: Heinemann, Chapter 11 (pp. 240-260); Documents in  COLLAB file “Emancipation proclamation-Gettysburg Address,”—read Emancipation Proclamation; Annual Message to Congress; Proclamation of Amnesty etc.; Second Inaugural Address. Also in separate COLLAB file: Civil Rights Act of 1866. Varon, Appomattox, Part Two.
January 27
Class 5

Guest Lecture: Professor Elizabeth Varon








Reading: Varon, Appomattox, Part Three.
January 29
Class 6

Reconstructing Virginia: the Underwood Convention, 

Scalawags & Carpetbaggers; Virginians confront some immediate post-war problems: relations with (and among) formerly-enslaved Virginians; scaling private debt; rebuilding the infrastructure; property confiscation

Reading: Heinemann, Ch. 11 (pp. 240-260); Jane Dailey, Before Jim Crow (pp 1-76); “Danville Circular” and related material [COLLAB]




Assignment for term paper will be distributed

February 3
Class 7

Special Class: Small Special Collections Library





Ms. Petrina Jackson & Mr. Edward Gaynor





Reading: Dailey, pp. 77-169
February 5
Class 8

Redemption; Funders & Readjusters

How did the Readjusters Gain, and then Lose, Power?





Patronage, the Petersburg elections, the Danville Riot





Reading: Suzanne Lebsock, A Murder in Virginia, pp. 13-119
February 10
Class 9

Settling the Debt with Foreign Bondholders and with West 





Virginia

Reading: Lebsock, pp. 120-240




Materials for Group Project will be distributed



February 12
Class 10
Class discussion: A Murder in Virginia
Reading: Lebsock 241-340.

February 17
Class 11
The economic culture of late 19th & early 20th-century Virginia: 




white men (Mahone, Ginter, Bryan, & Scott), black women 




(Walker).





Reading: George H. Gilliam, Building a Modern South, pp. 304-




330; 387-423 [COLLAB]
February 19
Class 12
Stirrings of Progressive Reform


Reading: George H. Gilliam, “Making Virginia Progressive: Courts and Parties, Railroads and Regulators, 1890-1910," (parts 1 + 2) Virginia Magazine of History & Biography, Spring, 1999 [COLLAB]
February 24
Class 13
Progressivism in Full Flower: The 19th Amendment; Prohibition; 




Progressive Virginia women: the General Assembly Six





Reading: Heinemann, Chapter 12 (pp. 261-288)

February 26
Class 14
The University of Virginia and the Eugenics Movement

Reading: Dorr, “Assuring America’s Place in the Sun: Ivey Foreman Lewis and the Teaching of Eugenics at the University of Virginia, 1915-1953,” The Journal of Southern History, Vol. LXVI, No. 2, May 2000 [UVA COLLAB] 




Sample mid-term exam questions will be distributed and 




discussed
March 3
Class 15
Mid-Term Exam
March 5
Class 16
Redefining Race 

Reading: J. Douglas Smith, Managing White Supremacy: Race 


Politics and Citizenship in Jim Crow Virginia (Pp. 3-76);





Walter  Plecker Letters [UVACollab]; Buck v. Bell, available at





this site (along with some really shocking other material on 






eugenics):  http://www.buckvbell.com/downloads.html  

March 7-15  Spring Break!
March 17
Class 17
Modern (?) Virginia: The Bristol Sessions, Norfolk’s Thirty-Six 




Percent, Virginia's administrative government




Reading: Smith, pp. 77-154
March 19
Class 18
The Civil Rights Movement before Brown




 Reading: Smith, 154-218
Term Paper Topics and Sources Due Not Later 11:59 PM, March 19
March 24
Class 19
Rape: Black on White, White on Black

Reading: Smith, 219-298; “Martinsville Seven” decision [COLLAB]
March 26
Class 20
Harry Flood Byrd





Reading: Heinemann, Chapter 13 (pp. 289-310)
March 31
Class 21
“New Deal Virginia” – Video + class discussion





Reading: Heinemann, Chapter 14 (pp. 311-329)

April 2

Class 22
“World War II Virginia” – Video + class discussion





GROUP PROJECT FINAL REPORT DUE BY 11:59 pm



April 7

Class 23
Desegregation of the University of Virginia




Reading: Heinemann: Chapter 15 (pp. 330-349), Alexander S.

Leidholdt, “Showdown on Mr. Jefferson’s Lawn: Contesting Jim Crow during the University of Virginia’s Protodesegregation,”

Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, Vol. 122, No. 3 (2014), pp. 230-271 (COLLAB)
April 9

Class 24
David J. Mays and the Resistance to Desegregation of Public 




Schools
April 14
Class 25
“Massive Resistance” class discussion
Watch the video on line prior to class:



 http://avalon.lib.virginia.edu/media_objects/avalon:2623 





Sample Examination questions will be distributed
Draft of Term Paper is Due Not Later Than 11:59 PM, April 14
April 16
Class 26
Discussion of Massive Resistance; the Virginia Industrialization



            Group; courageous Dr. Louise Wensel; the ‘Young Turks’





April 21
Class 27
Special Guest: Mr. Hugh Keogh, Executive Director, Virginia 



            State Chamber of Commerce: Discussion of Government Ethics




Reading: The McDonnell indictment [COLLAB]
April 23
Class 28 
From Mills E. Godwin, Jr. to Charles S. Robb to Robert F. 





McDonnell to Terry McAuliffe: Contemporary Virginia Politics

Reading: Heinemann, Chapter 16 (pp. 350-371)
April 28
Class 29
Review Session



Term Paper is Due Not Later Than 11:59 p.m. on Wednesday, May 6
Final Examination: Friday, May 8, 2014    2-5 PM
Reading List
Required:
Dailey, Jane, Before Jim Crow: The Politics of Race in Postemancipation Virginia, (The University of North Carolina Press) (Paper) (ISBN: 0-8078-4901-4)
Heinemann, Ronald L. et al., Old Dominion, New Commonwealth: A History of Virginia 1607-2007 (University of Virginia Press).  (Paper) (ISBN: 0813927692)
Lebsock, Suzanne, A Murder in Virginia: Southern Justice on Trial (W. W. Norton & Company), 2003.
Smith, J. Douglas, Managing White Supremacy: Race, Politics, and Citizenship in Jim Crow Virginia, (The University of North Carolina Press). (Paper)(ISBN: 9-8078-5424-7)
Varon, Elizabeth R., Appomattox: Victory, Defeat, and Freedom at the End of the Civil War, (Oxford University Press)(ISBN 978-0-19-975171-6)
Additional required reading as listed in the syllabus, as well as a list of suggested readings and links & suggestions that will be helpful in preparing your term paper, are posted on the UVACOLLAB site for the class.
  Grading

Grades will be based 10% on the mid-term exam, 35% on the final exam, 35% on the term paper, 15% on the group project, and 5% on class participation (including completion of the course evaluation form at the end of the semester).  All work will be graded on the basis of content (knowledge of the facts), quality and clarity of expression, and originality of analysis. Letter grades will be computed using the following scale: A>90; B=80-89.9; C=70-79.9; D=60-69.9; F<59.9. (N. B.: 90-92.9=A-, 93-96.9=A, >96.9=A+).
Getting to Know You

In an effort to get to know all students in the class, Page and George Gilliam will invite all students to dinner at their home in downtown Charlottesville at various times during the early part of the semester.  Please let us know whether or not you will be able to attend the event to which you are invited so we can plan appropriately.
Instructor

George H. Gilliam.  I attended Princeton University, and earned degrees from Columbia University (B.S., 1965), and the University of Virginia (J.D., 1968; M.A. [History], 1997; Ph.D. [History] 2013). Before returning to the University in 1995, I practiced law for 27 years in Charlottesville.  I was active in local, state, and national politics, though now am an elder statesman. I produced five television documentaries on Virginia history for PBS and have published articles in refereed professional journals on topics in Virginia history.  I have published two books on legal topics, as well as RACIN’, the definitive (?!) book on NASCAR racing. While completing my Ph.D. dissertation at U.Va. I served as Assistant Director of the Miller Center of Public Affairs. This is the ninth time I have offered this course. 


My office hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 11:30-12:15 and 1:45-2:15 and by appointment. My office is Room 238, Nau Hall. My e-mail is: ghg4u@virginia.edu. My cell phone is 434.981.0449 (but please do not call after 9 PM). My instructor number is 9893.
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