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University of Virginia School of Nursing
GNUR 6058: Ethics, Nursing and the Larger Health Care Arena

Fall 2016
Course credit: 3-0-0-3
Pre- and co-requisites: None

Course professor:
Ashley R. Hurst, JD, MDiv, MA




Phone: 434-924-0094




Email: arh7kz@virginia.edu




Office hours: 
W 12:30-3:00 pm and any mutually agreeable time.
Office: McLeod 4059
Communication: Email is the most reliable way to contact the course professor. Please allow 48-72 hours for a response.

Course description: This seminar course is designed to enhance the student’s ability to: describe and analyze ethical concepts foundational to nursing practice; use a variety of ethical decision-making frameworks to analyze ethical dilemmas in practice; and, play a leadership role in promoting ethical health care delivery.  This course emphasizes the unique ethical perspectives of nursing in the complex healthcare arena. Students will be challenged to examine individual and professional values, as well as to critically analyze diverse perspectives on various ethical issues.
Course objectives:

1. Compare the historical development of nursing ethics with the current state of nursing ethics.
2. Evaluate theories of bioethics using an identified set of criteria.
3. Apply selected ethical decision-making frameworks in patient care situations that require moral judgment and/or action.
4. Compare personal and professional values and examine their effect on the nurse’s ethical decisions.
5. Define leadership opportunities for the CNL to contribute to and maintain an ethical health care environment. 
6. Apply a case method that is designed:
a. to prevent ethical problems through planning for the optimal care of patients

b. to be a process of practical deliberation about ethical problems that brings major ethical considerations and principles to bear upon the decisions to be made

7. Demonstrate knowledge of the services of a clinical ethics program and how to access them.
Honor: The UVA Honor System is one of the University’s most valuable assets, making it distinct from most other colleges and universities in the nation and world.  The faculty assumes that students are truthful and honest in their work. However, honor violations are taken very seriously.  In this course, all work must be pledged. Maintaining honesty and integrity also includes:
1. Lecture notes must be used respectfully. Their contents may not be reproduced for use outside this course without the permission of the lecturer.
2. Exam questions and other assignments may not be shared outside this course.

3. Several real cases may be discussed. These cases provide good avenues for discussion and are presented as teaching tools. The details of these cases should not be discussed outside the classroom in order to protect the privacy of those involved (even where names are not mentioned) and to preserve the integrity of this long-standing, traditional method of teaching ethics through case analysis.
Required texts: A course packet with be available with all the required readings.  The same readings will be available on the Collab site in the Resources Folder.
Course website: All course information including the syllabus and readings will be provided via the Collab site.  Reading announcements and downloading materials from this site is your responsibility.
Evaluation: The grading criteria used in this course comply with graduate school policy. In the CNL program, a course grade below 80 is considered to be failing and may make you ineligible for progression in the usual sequence in the School of Nursing. Refer to the School of Nursing policy for further explanation.
Evidence of achievement of course objectives will be determined by the following:
Case analysis paper


35%

Group project



25%

Participation



15% 
Final Exam



25%






100%
Case Analysis Paper: Three ethical frameworks will be described in the first several weeks of the course. The case analysis paper requires a critical analysis of a case using one of these frameworks (cases are posted on Collab in the Case Analysis folder). The Case Method of Problem Solving (posted on Collab in the Case Analysis folder) is not a framework, but may be a useful tool to help you develop your critical analysis. 
Requirements for a successful paper include all of the following:

1. Week 4: Inform the course professor which case you will analyze and the ethical issue you plan to address. 
2. Careful adherence to the rubric provided in Collab (Case Analysis folder).  Each element of the rubric should be present. The 8-10 page limit does not include the title page or references. No abstract is needed for this assignment. Follow APA guidelines with regard to formatting (e.g., headings, margins, spacing, citations, pagination) and references.
3. Your writing should be clear, logical, and interesting. Your analysis should reflect critical thinking. Thus, your ideas should be well thought-out and clearly articulated. The ethical options that you propose should be justified using ethically sound reasoning. You should make thorough use of primary (not secondary) resources as well as writing resources provided in Collab. All writing assignments must be proofread for spelling and errors in usage and mechanics. 

4. Late papers will receive a 1 point per day deduction. Papers that are more than 10 days late will not be accepted and will receive a failing grade (0).

Group project: There are currently (and there will ALWAYS be) numerous ethically challenging issues in healthcare—from stem cell transplant, to end-of-life issues, to surrogate motherhood, to healthcare reform. These are complex topics and can be viewed from many perspectives.  This project is designed to encourage group collaboration on a current ethical issue. Each group will identify a topic that is currently relevant and is also of interest to the group. In order to be successful with this assignment, each group will need to:

1. Submit chosen topic and group charter by Week 6.  

2. Create a team charter that addresses how the work will be divided among group members, records member participation (accountability), and documents project progress (see Group Project folder). The group leader will turn in the team charter on presentation day. Keep in mind that students who appear to have contributed less to the project than their group peers may receive a different grade on the group project.
3. Adhere carefully to the rubric provided in Collab (Group Project folder).  

4. Two weeks before presentation day, each group should submit 1-2 articles (pdf) to Prof. Hurst. These articles will be posted on Collab for the class to read and should provide background information that is relevant to the presentation.  

5. On presentation day, the group will present the topic, illuminating and exploring several relevant perspectives of the issue. The topic and its different sides must somehow be portrayed to the group. 

6. Presentations will be 40-5 minutes total. This should include some time for class discussion or questions (i.e., 30-5 minute presentation and 10 minutes for questions).
7. All written materials (slides, outlines, etc.) must be proofread for spelling and errors in usage and mechanics. 
Tips:

* Be creative! In the past, presentations have taken the form of an ethics consult, a town forum, discussion at a patient’s bedside, even a talk show. There’s no limit to what can be done here, so let your creative juices flow!
* A particular framework need not be used. These frameworks are intended for individual cases, and do not always apply well to larger ethical issues. However, the principles, theories of Kant, Rawls, Mill, virtue theory, natural law, and feminist theory can all be used to inform the perspectives. Discussion of the perspectives should be ethically grounded.  Identifying where and how these perspectives are grounded help us understand the ethical roots of the argument.
Potential debate topics include (but are by all means not limited to): 

· Are we ethically required to provide care to patients who refuse, in spite of our best efforts, to take responsibility for their health?

· Are we ethically obligated to provide care for illegal immigrants who need major surgery?

· Should nurses assist patients who request aid in dying?

· Are nurses ethically obligated to provide life-prolonging care to terminally ill patients whose families request continued aggressive therapy?

· Should parents be able to refuse life-saving treatment for their children on the basis of their religious beliefs?

· Do richer countries have an obligation to help poorer countries to ensure the health of their citizens?

· Do nurses have the right to refuse care to a patient based on the dictates of their conscience?

Final Exam: This take-home examination will consist of a series of short-answer essay questions covering the major themes of the course. Answers should demonstrate your understanding of the topic. They should be referenced appropriately, and should be in APA format.   Leave plenty of time to proofread for spelling and errors in usage and mechanics before turning in your exam. Exams will be given on the last day of class and are due the following Friday. Late exams are not accepted.
Participation: Discussion of readings and ethical concepts, cogent reflection on past class discussions, and insightful offerings from your clinical experiences create a rigorous and interesting class.  Please come to class on time and prepared to contribute to the day’s discussion. Lateness will result in point deductions. 
Periodically, I will provide prompts and case scenarios to consider while doing the readings.  Being prepared to discuss your responses to the prompts or case scenarios is part of class participation.  Being unprepared to discuss your responses in class will result in a deduction in your participation grade.
Grading scale: This course follows the standard SON grading scale.  Please refer to the School of Nursing handbook for the complete policy on the grading scale and unsatisfactory grades. Note that a grade below 80 is not passing in the graduate program.  
A+  100

B+  87-89
C+  77-79
D+ 67-69


A    95-99
B    84-86
C    73-76  
D   63-66


A-  90-94
B-  80-82
C-  70-72
D-  60-62
Additional information and resources: The following are resources that you can use, not only in your assignments for this course, but as you encounter issues in practice.

Texts: 

Beauchamp, T.L., & Childress, J.F. (2012). Principles of Biomedical Ethics. 7th Edition. New York: Oxford University Press

Davis, A.J., Aroskar, M.A., Liaschenko, J., & Drought, T.S. (1997). Ethical Dilemmas and Nursing 


Practice. 4th Edition. Stamford, CT:  Appleton & Lange.

Fletcher, John C., Spencer, E.M., & Lombardo, P.A., Eds. (2005). Fletcher’s Introduction to 


Clinical Ethics. 3rd Edition. Hagerstown, MD: University Publishing Group.

Fry, S.T., & Veatch, R.M. (2006).  Case Studies in Nursing Ethics. 3rd Edition. Boston: Jones & 


Bartlett.

Purtillo, R. (2005). Ethical Dimensions in the Health Professions. 4th Edition. Philadelphia: 


Elsevier Saunders.

Journals: 

Journal of Clinical Ethics


Journal of Medical Ethics

Hastings Center Report


Kennedy Institute of Ethics Journal

Journal of Medicine and Philosophy
Nursing Ethics: An International Journal 

Cambridge Quarterly Journal of Ethics
HEC Forum

American Journal of Bioethics

New England Journal of Medicine

Annals of Internal Medicine

Other opportunities:

UVA offers many educational opportunities in ethics. One in particular is the Medical Center Hour, held each Wednesday at 12:30 in Jordan Auditorium.  For a listing of topics, see:  http://www.healthsystem.virginia.edu/internet/him/mch.cfm 
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