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Class Overview

	General Class Information

All fields must be completed and posted in UVaCollab and World Viewable in SIS no later than two weeks prior to registration.

	Subject Area &

Catalog Number
	ISHU 3240
	Class Title
	AMERICAN LITERATURE OF THE 20TH CENTURY

	Credit Type
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Undergraduate

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Graduate


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Credit

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Noncredit


	Delivery Method
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
P (In-Person)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
CI (Classroom/Internet)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
WB (Web-Based)



	Re-licensure 

Re-certification  Points
	     
	Approval Date

(For internal use only)
	     


1. Class Description (Use the SIS 400 characters from catalog description)

This course explores the fiction and poetry of American writers including Eliot, Hemingway, Faulkner, O’Connor, and Williams (among many others), and spanning periods from modernism to the contemporary era. In particular, we will focus on works that dramatize the American Dream, discussing how this definition is shaped by different historical and cultural events, as well as how characters within each text struggle—and, at times, fail—to achieve their own vision of success, happiness, and personal fulfillment. 
2. Learning Outcomes

THROUGHOUT THE SEMESTER, STUDENTS WILL DEVELOP THE FOLLOWING READING, WRITING, AND ANALYTICAL SKILLS:
•
DEVELOP GREATER AWARENESS OF MAJOR 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN WRITERS, MOVEMENTS, AND THEMES
•
EXPLORE A VARIETY OF CRITICAL APPROACHES TO LITERATURE AND BE ABLE TO COMBINE THESE WITH ORIGINAL INTERPRETATIONS OF TEXTS
•
PARTICIPATE THOUGHTFULLY IN CLASS DISCUSSION, REFINING THE UNDERSTANDING OF QUESTIONS AND APPROACHES TO TEXTS THAT CONSTITUTE AN APPROPRIATE COLLEGE-LEVEL DISCOURSE
•
WITH A PEER, LEAD CLASSMATES THROUGH A DISCUSSION OF ONE ASSIGNED TEXT
•
DEFINE AND IDENTIFY BASIC LITERARY TECHNIQUES SUCH AS POINT OF VIEW, LANGUAGE, PLOT, SETTING, AND CHARACTERIZATION; UNDERSTAND HOW THESE CHOICES CAN IMPACT THE READING EXPERIENCE
•
PRODUCE COMPLETE DRAFTS OF THE THREE ESSAYS, AND MODEL TECHNIQUES OF SUCCESSFUL REVISION THROUGH PEER-EDITING WORKSHOPS
•
WRITE A LONGER ESSAY OF AT LEAST FIVE PAGES THAT COMBINES ANALYSIS OF A PRIMARY TEXT WITH A MINIMUM OF FOUR SECONDARY SOURCES 
•
RECOGNIZE ALL COMPONENTS OF MLA MANUSCRIPT FORMAT, AND USE SUCCESSFULLY IN FORMAL ESSAYS
•
BE ABLE TO VERBALLY ARTICULATE THE REASON FOR MLA IN-TEXT CITATIONS AND A WORKS CITED PAGE, AND USE SUCCESSFULLY IN FORMAL ESSAYS REQUIRING DOCUMENTATION
•
DISCOVER AND SHARPEN A WRITING “VOICE” THAT IS UNIQUE, CREATIVE, AND ENGAGING ACROSS A VARIETY OF WRITING OPPORTUNITIES DESIGNED FOR DIFFERENT AUDIENCES

3. Assessment Components

ESSAY 1 PERSONAL NARRATIVE (2-4 PAGES): 15%

ESSAY 2 MAKING CONNECTIONS (3+ PAGES): 25%

ESSAY 3 LITERARY ANALYSIS WITH SOURCES (5+ PAGES): 25%

READING RESPONSES: 15%

DISCUSSION BOARD QUESTIONS: 5%

DISCUSSION LEADER PRESENTATION: 5%

WEEKLY IN-CLASS PARTICIPATION: 10%

4. Required Text (include ISBN, specific edition)

•
THE GREAT GATSBY, BY F. SCOTT FITZGERALD. ISBN 978-0743273565

•
REVOLUTIONARY ROAD, BY RICHARD YATES. ISBN 978-0375708442

•
TAR BABY, BY TONI MORRISON. ISBN 978-1400033447

•
WHITE NOISE, BY DON DELILLO ISBN 978-0143105985

•
LITERATURE: APPROACHES TO FICTION, POETRY, AND DRAMA BY ROBERT DIYANNI, 2ND ED., 

ISBN 978-0073124452

5. Required Additional Resources and Technical Components

     
6. Other Class Expectations (for Classroom/Internet and Web-Based classes, specify any live (synchronous) meetings dates, times, delivery mode)
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