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AR H 1700 Thomas Jefferson, Architect Fall 2016 Revised
Mon/Wed/Fri  9:00 - 10:00---Room 158
Richard Guy Wilson, rgw4h@virginia.edu

Office: Campbel1 128 (924-6462)


Office hours: Monday 10AM-11:30AM and by appointment

Teaching Assistant:  Murray (Baxter) Craven <mbc8gd@virginia.edu>
___________________________________________________________________________

"Architecture is my delight, and putting up and pulling down one of my favorite amusements." Statement attributed to Jefferson in, Margaret Bayard Smith, A Winter in Washington (New York: 1824) 2:261

“The genius of architecture seems to have shed its maledictions over this land . . . . the first principles of the art are unknown, and there exists scarcely a model among us sufficiently chaste to give an idea of them. . . . A country, whose buildings are of wood, can never increase in its improvements to any considerable degree.  Their duration is highly estimated at 50 years. Every half century then our country becomes a tabular rasa, whereon we have to set out anew, as in the first moment of seating it.  Whereas when buildings are of durable materials, every new edifice is an actual and permanent acquisition to the state, adding to is value as well as to its ornament.” Thomas Jefferson, Notes on the State of Virginia ed. by William Peden (Chapel Hill: 1954 [1781, 1787], 153-154.

“Gardens. Peculiarly worth the attention of an American, because it is the country of all others where the noblest gardens may be made without expense. . . . Architecture worth great attention. .  . . It is then among the most important arts and it is desirable to introduce taste into an art which shows so much. . . Painting and sculpture. Too expensive for the state of wealth among us. It would be useless, therefore, and preposterous, for us to make ourselves connoisseurs in those arts.  They are worth seeing, but not studying."   “Notes on objects of attention for an American," Jefferson’s Hints to Americans Traveling in Europe. May 1788, in Douglas Wilson and Lucia Stanton, Thomas Jefferson Abroad (New York: 1999), 249-251.

"But how is a taste in the beautiful art to be formed in our countrymen, unless we avail ourselves of every occasion when public buildings are to be erected, of presenting to them models for their study and imitation?      . . . . You see I am an enthusiast on the subject of the arts. But it is an enthusiasm of which I am not ashamed, as its object is to improve the taste of my countrymen, to increase their reputation, to reconcile them to the rest of the world, and procure them its praise." TJ to James Madison, September 20, 1785 DLC, Writings of . . . Jefferson ed. Bergh and Lipscomb (Washington, D. C.; 1903-05) vol.5:134-137

Description:

Thomas Jefferson's architecture ranks at the top as we all know from living here in Charlottesville. So important is Jefferson’s architectural achievements that no study of American architecture can avoid mentioning him. His architecture takes on an added resonance since it is but part of his accomplishments that includes philosophy, politics, science, farming, and literature. Not uncommon is Lewis Mumford's observation that Thomas Jefferson was "one of the last true figures of the Renaissance." He ranks as among the most intensely investigated individuals in American history; only Lincoln and Washington have had more books written about them. But in contrast to the almost reverential treatment of Washington and Lincoln, Jefferson had a personal side filled with contradictions that makes him more human and complex. Thomas Jefferson's considerable achievements in politics, government and other activities would stand without his ever having designed a building; but alternatively, his architectural accomplishments would be of major interest even if he had done nothing else. 

To Thomas Jefferson architecture was an art that encompassed more than simply shelter but embodied cultural and political values. This course will focus on his architectural and other designs (gardens, interiors, towns, campuses) as well as his interest in the arts and how they relate to Jefferson’s other accomplishments.

Objectives: 

The course is intended to enhance the student’s understanding of:

· Jefferson's architectural oeuvre

· How Jefferson's interest and participation in architecture can be seen as both unique and typical of his time

· Jefferson's contributions to American architecture

· Jefferson and the visual arts

· Jefferson's concept of the didactic role of architecture in the new Republic and in the education of Americans

· The role of African-Americans in Jefferson's architectural accomplishments

· How preservation influences our understanding of Jefferson's architecture and what has happened to his buildings.
Prerequisites:

This course is specifically designed for undergraduates in the College, Education, Engineering, Commerce, and Architecture. A background in architecture or architectural history is not required. The intent is to introduce you to Jefferson’s architectural accomplishments and also to architectural issues.  

Honor Code: 
I expect all students in this course to follow the rules of the honor code. Please see: http://www.virginia.edu/uvatours/shorthistory/code.html
Methods

Lectures, discussion, readings, paper and field trips. Class will meet for lectures on Monday and Wednesday.  Some  discussion sections will be held on Fridays, and also there will be field trips that will take the place of the Friday meeting time 
Class Attendance

Attendance in class, discussion sections and the various field trips is a requirement. Because much of the material is visual, you cannot draw upon other students notes; the same with the field trips. You must attend all. More than two absences will affect your final grade. If you miss 4 I suggest you drop the class.
Class Etiquette

Please try and be on time; latecomers and early leavers are disruptive to both the class and the lecturer. If you must arrive late, please be courteous. I realize that some people automatically become sleepy when the lights go out (as they must if we are to show slides). I do not mind that in order to stay awake some of you might want to stand up and stretch, or stand in the aisle during lectures if that will help. 

Discussion Sections
We hold discussion sections on Friday
Field Trips

Architecture should be experienced, not just studied through photographs, words, and in the classroom. I have scheduled several field trips, and I expect the class to participate. 

August 29 and Nov. 7-University of Virginia field trips—during class time. We will meet on the South side of the Rotunda.
Oct 11 Tues and Oct 12 weds—Monticello special tour. 3:30PM-6PM. The class will be split and a  special tour has been arranged that includes the dome room. I will explain logistics in class. There is a special student admission of $15 that you will pay up there. Included in tour is the visitor’s center and I will lead a tour of the exterior, slave area, and gardens. You will need to provide your own transportation—car-pooling is advisable since we will meet on the mountaintop.  The TAs and I will provide transportation for those who do not have a car.

November 14 Mon and  November 16 Weds Special Collections visit. Will meet in either Map room, 1st floor, or Byrd Morris Seminar Room, located on the third floor of the Special Collections Library (Harrison-Small building) for viewing Jefferson drawings and materials (one half class each day)


Nov. 12 Sat Optional All day field trip to Jefferson’s retreat, Poplar Forest outside of Lynchburg. We will car pool. We will stop for lunch at some gourmet delight (i.e.: McDonald’s) or you can bring your own. We will leave at 9AM and return around 4PM.  Hope for good weather. 

Other Sites
In addition there are a number of other Jefferson sites that can be toured.  I would recommend visiting the Virginia State Capitol in Richmond, which is open for visitors Monday-Sunday with guided tours. M-F: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM. Sat: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM. Sun: 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM. Final tour begins one hour prior to closing. Contact: http://legis.state.va.us/CapitolTours/Individuals.htm
Also Montpelier has been undergoing extensive restoration and is worth a visit.

Evaluation
There will be two quizzes (ten minutes…3-4 short answer questions); an hour test Oct. 14th Friday; a final examination on Saturday  Dec 10—2-5pm ); and a term paper (prospectus due Nov. 2nd ;  final paper due Nov. 30th).  The exams will be composed of images, short answer and longer essay questions.

Final grade will be composed of:

Quiz—10% each

Hour test-20% 
Paper = 30%

Final =30%

Extra credit of 10% for reading Noble E. Cunningham, Jr., In Pursuit of Reason: The Life of Thomas Jefferson (paperback) (New York: Ballantine Books, 1988 [1987]) and submitting a 2-page review.  Due by Nov 2—in class. 

The TA and I will grade work; I am fully responsible for all grades.

Term paper see handout.

Readings Required—all Student’s purchase 

Harris, Cyril M., ed. Illustrated Dictionary of Historic Architecture (New York: Dover, 1977)

Malone, Dumas, Thomas Jefferson, A Brief Biography (Charlottesville: Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation, 1996[1933, 1986])

Nichols, Frederick Doventon, Thomas Jefferson’s Architectural Drawings (Charlottesville: Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation, 1968)

Stanton, Lucia, Slavery at Monticello (Charlottesville: Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation, 1993 [1996])

Sutton, Ian, Western Architecture: From Ancient Greece to the Present (London: Thames and Hudson, 1999)

Readings-Recommended Purchase

Noble E. Cunningham, Jr., In Pursuit of Reason: The Life of Thomas Jefferson


 (New York: Ballantine Books, 1988 [1987]) paperback

James O’Gorman, ABC of Architecture (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1998)

Thomas Jefferson, Notes on the State of Virginia, ed. William Peden (paperback)

(Chapel Hill, University of North Carolina Press, 1955)

http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/JefBv021.html

Richard Guy Wilson David Neuman and Sara A Butler, The University of Virginia, Campus Guide 
(New York: Princeton Architectural Press, 2012)

Collab (the following-I hope, are posted)
Bill Adler, Washington: A Reader (New York: Meredith Press, 1967

“Jefferson and the Washington Compromise, pp 37-39, Abigail Adams, two letters, pp. 103-108.
Adams, William Howard, Jefferson and The Arts: An Extended View (Washington,

D. C.: National Gallery of Art, 1976; contains one essay: Harold E. Dickson, “Jefferson as Art Collector,” 103-132

Brown, C. Allan, “Thomas Jefferson’s Poplar Forest: the mathematics of an ideal 

villa,” Journal of Garden History, 10 no.2 (1990), 117-139.
Gifford, Don The Literature of Architecture (New York: Dutton, 1966)

Jefferson, Thomas, Notes on the State of Virginia, ed. William Peden 

(paperback) (Chapel Hill, University of North Carolina Press, 1955)

http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/JefBv021.html

McLaughlin, Jack, Jefferson and Monticello, The Biography of a Builder (New
 York: Henry Holt, 1988), chp. 3 p. “Today My Workmen Assemble.”65-93

Kelso, William, “Landscape Archaeology at Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello,” in

Kelso and Most, eds. Earth Patterns: Essays in Landscape Archaeology (1990), pp.7-22.

Peterson, Merrill, ed. The Portable Thomas Jefferson (New York: Viking, Penguin,

1975), Jefferson: “Report of a Plan of Government for the Western Territory,” 254-258; “Report of the Commissioners for the University of Virginia,” 332-337; “To the Virginia Delegates in Congress,” 378-380; ‘To James Madison,” 388-390. 

Peterson, Merrill, ed. Visitors of Monticello (Charlottesville: University Press of

Virginia, 1989), “A Philosophical Encounter,” 10-17, and “The Haven of Domestic Life,” 45-54. 

Reps, John, “Thomas Jefferson’s Checkerboard Towns,” Journal of the Society of

Architectural Historians, 20 (1961), 108-114.

Roth, Leland, America Builds: Source Documents (New York: Harper & Row,

1983), “A Virginia Cure,” 8-13; “Virginia State Capitol,” 28-31, letter to the 

Trustees of East Tennessee” 31-32; ‘Washington, D. C.” 32-36.
“A Young Scholar’s Glimpses of the Charlottesville Academy and the University 

in August 1819,” Ed by Frank E. Grizzard, Magazine of Albemarle County 

History 54 (1996), 82-87.
Reserve (in Fine Arts)

Adams, William Howard The Eye of Thomas Jefferson [exhibition catalogue] (Washington, D. C., National Gallery of Art, 1976)

McLaughlin, Jack, Jefferson and Monticello, The Biography of a Builder (New

 York: Henry Holt, 1988),

Morris, Robert, Select Architecture: Being Regular Designs… 1755 (modern 


edition, New York: DaCapo, 1973) NA997.M67 A55 1973

Nichols, Frederick Doventon, Thomas Jefferson’s Architectural Drawings

(Charlottesville: Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation, 1968) http://www.iath.virginia.edu/wilson/
Nichols, Frederick Doventon and Ralph E. Griswold, Thomas Jefferson,

Landscape Architect (Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1978), Chp. 3 “The City of Washington,” pp.38-75.

O’Gorman, James, ABC of Architecture (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania

Press, 1998)

Palladio, Andrea, (1508-1580) The four books of architecture. Translated and

published by Isaac Ware in 1738 (New York, Dover Publications, 1965) NA 2517 .P3 1965
Stanton, Lucia C. Free some day: the African-American families of Monticello Ware, Isaac A complete body of architecture, London 1768 (1766).       
Wilson Douglas L., and Lucia Stanton, eds. Jefferson Abroad (New York: Modern

Library, 1999) pp. 33-35, 58-61.

Wilson, Richard Guy, ed. Thomas Jefferson’s Academical Village (Charlottesville:

University of Virginia Press, 1993) http://www.iath.virginia.edu/wilson/
Additional readings will be placed on reserve. 
Web notes:

http://www.iath.virginia.edu/wilson/

This site contains several books as well as most of Jefferson’s UVA drawings, and other materials.

http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/JefBv021.html

This site contains Notes on the State of Virginia
http://explore.lib.virginia.edu/exhibits/show/architecture-after-jefferson
 this site is an exhibit of 2009 that covers the later architecture of the University.

Class Schedule:  This is tentative—and may change.  Readings should be read prior to the next class, i.e.: Aug. 29 reading in Sutton, Western Architecture should be read prior to class on Aug. 31.
1. Aug 24 Wed.  Introduction to Jefferson and What is Architecture? Definitions and some terms;

Elevation                                                             

Facade  

Mass                                                               

Cross section                                                     

Longitudinal section                                               

Perspective view                                                  

Aerial view       

Axonometric

Reading for next time: 

Cyril M. Harris, ed. Illustrated Dictionary of Historic Architecture (New York:

Dover, 1977) Look up and learn the following terms:

Trabeated (post and lintel), arcuated (arch)     

The Orders, Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, Tuscan, Composite



column, base, shaft, entasis, fluting, capital,                                                                                          

acanthus, entablature, architrave, frieze, cornice, triglyphs, metopes, soffit pediment, colonnade, colossal order

For those of you unfamiliar with architecture and who want to learn more,

 you might read: 

James O’Gorman, ABC of Architecture (Philadelphia: University of 

Pennsylvania Press, 1998)—it is short!

2.  Aug. 29  Mon. Initial Lawn tour. Meet on Lawn (south side) of Rotunda


Reading for next time:  

Sutton: Western Architecture chaps. 1-3

3. Aug. 31 Wed. Jefferson and ancient architecture

Reading for next time:  

Sutton: Western Architecture chaps. 4-5

4. Sept. 2 Fri  Discussion section 
5. Sept 5 Mon. Jefferson and the Medieval and the Renaissance

Reading for next time: 

Malone, Thomas Jefferson, A Brief Biography; and in Thomas Jefferson,

Notes on the State of Virginia, ed. William Peden (paperback) (Chapel Hill, University of North Carolina Press, 1955)

http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/JefBv021.html
Query 1, 4, 5, 6, 8, 15, 18, 19, 23.

6. Sept. 7 Wed. Jefferson—The Man—who was he?    

Reading for next time: 

Roth, Leland, America Builds: Source Documents (New York: Harper &

Row, 1983), “A Virginia Cure,” 8-13;

7. Sept.9 Fri, Quiz and discussion section
8 Sept. 12  Mon. Jefferson and American architecture
9. Sept. 14 Wed. Jefferson and American architecture II

Reading for next time: 

Merrill Peterson, ed. Visitors of Monticello (Charlottesville: University Press of

Virginia, 1989), “A Philosophical Encounter,” 10-17; and, 
Jack McLaughlin, Jefferson and Monticello; The Biography of a Builder (New York: Holt, 1988), chp. 3, pp.65-93; refer to relevant drawings in Frederick Doventon Nichols, Thomas Jefferson’s Architectural Drawings (Charlottesville: Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation, 1968).  
Look at books that Jefferson would have used:
Palladio, Andrea, (1508-1580) The four books of architecture. Published by

Isaac Ware in 1738 (New York, Dover Publications [1965]) NA 2517

 .P3 1965

Morris, Robert, Select Architecture: Being Regular Designs… 1755, modern

 
edition (New York: Da Capo, 1973) NA997.M67 A55 1973

10. Sept. 19  Mon. Monticello I 

Reading for next time:  

Jefferson Abroad, eds. Wilson and Stanton, pp. 61-71,

249-251, Sutton, Western Architecture, chp. 7

11. Sept. 21 Weds.  Jefferson in Paris (and London, Germany, France and Italy) I

12. Sept 26 Mon Jefferson in Paris (and London, Germany, France and Italy) II

13. Sept 28 Wed. Jefferson in Paris (and London, Germany, France and Italy) III
Reading for next time: 

Lucia Stanton, Slavery at Monticello (Charlottesville: Thomas Jefferson



Memorial Foundation, 1993 [1996])

14. Oct. 3 Mon Reading days no class
15. Oct 5 Wed Slavery at Monticello— Guest lecture Niya Bates-Monticello interpretation
Reading for next class period  

Jefferson Abroad, eds. Wilson and Stanton, pp. 33-35, 58-61. 

Merrill Peterson, ed. The Portable Thomas Jefferson (New York: Viking, 
Penguin,1975), Jefferson: “To the Virginia Delegates in Congress,” 
378-380; and “To James Madison,” 388-390. 

Roth, Leland, America Builds:
Source Documents (New York: Harper & Row, 1983), “Virginia State Capitol,” 28-31.

Refer to relevant drawings in: 

Frederick Doventon Nichols, Thomas Jefferson’s Architectural Drawings
(Charlottesville: Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation, 1968)

16. Oct. 7. Fri  Dis Section. Review for mid term
17. Oct 10 Mon Jefferson and the Virginia State Capitol

Oct 11-12   Monticello field trip—Meet 3:30PM at Monticello for special tour. Logistics will be discussed in class. 

18. Oct 12  Wed. Jefferson and Garden Design guest lecturer Lily Fox-Bruguiere-Gardens, Monticell0
Readings for next class:
Adams, William Howard, Jefferson and The Arts: An Extended View



(Washington, D. C.: National Gallery of Art, 1976; contains one 


Essay: Harold E. Dickson, “Jefferson as Art Collector,” 103-132.

19. Oct 14 Fri-Mid term exam

20. Oct. 17 Mon  Monticello II and Washington’s Mount Vernon
Reading for next time: 

William Kelso, “Landscape Archaeology at Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello,” in Kelso and       Most, eds. Earth Patterns: Essays in Landscape Archaeology (1990), pp.7-22. Peterson, Merrill, ed. Visitors of Monticello (Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1989), “The Haven of Domestic Life,” 45-54. 

Refer to relevant drawings in: 

Frederick Doventon Nichols, Thomas Jefferson’s Architectural Drawings

(Charlottesville: Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation, 1968)

21. Oct. 19  Wed. Jefferson’s other house designs
Reading for next time: 

C. Allan Brown, “Thomas Jefferson’s Poplar Forest: the mathematics of an

ideal villa,” Journal of Garden History, 10 no.2 (1990), 117-139.
22. Oct 24  Mon. Poplar Forest
Reading for next time: Merrill Peterson, ed. The Portable Thomas Jefferson 

           (New York: Viking, Penguin, 1975), Jefferson: “Report of a Plan of 

Government for the Western Territory,” 254-258; Reps, John, “Thomas

 Jefferson’s Checkerboard Towns,” Journal of the Society of Architectural 

Historians, 20 (1961), 108-114. Roth, Leland, America Builds: Source 

Documents (New York: Harper & Row, 1983), ‘Washington, D. C.” 32-36.

23. Oct. 26 Weds Jefferson: town planning and Washington, DC I

Reading for next time: 

Bill Adler, Washington: A Reader (New York: Meredith Press, 1967)

“Jefferson and the Washington Compromise, pp 37-39, Abigail Adams, 2 letters, pp. 103-108. refer to relevant drawings in: Frederick Doventon Nichols, Thomas Jefferson’s Architectural Drawings (Charlottesville: Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation, 1968)

24..Oct Fri. Quiz # 2 and discussion section
25. Oct 31 Mon. Jefferson: town planning and Washington, DC II
Reading for next time: 

Don Gifford, The Literature of Architecture  (New York: Dutton, 1966), 78-

79—“Letter to Trustees of East Tennessee;” or in Roth, Leland, America Builds: Source Documents (New York: Harper & Row, 1983), “Letter to the Trustees of East Tennessee” 31-32;

Merrill Peterson, ed. The Portable Thomas Jefferson (New York: Viking, Penguin, 1975), 
Jefferson; “Report of the Commissioners for the University of Virginia,” 332-

337; refer to relevant drawings in: Frederick Doventon Nichols, 

Thomas Jefferson’s Architectural Drawings (Charlottesville: Thomas
 Jefferson Memorial Foundation, 1968)

“A Young Scholar’s Glimpses of the Charlottesville Academy and the

University in August 1819,” ed by Frank E. Grizzard, Magazine of Albemarle County History 54 (1996), 82-87.

Wilson, Richard Guy, ed. Thomas Jefferson’s Academical Village

(Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 1993), “Jefferson’s Lawn: Perceptions, Interpretations, Meanings” pp.46-75. http://www.iath.virginia.edu/wilson/
26. Nov. 2 Wed.  University of Virginia 
(Parent’s weekend)

26.  Nov. 7 Mon.  UVA field trip TJ field trip #2—meet lawn side of the Rotunda steps 

27. Nov. 9 Weds Jefferson and Courthouse designs.
Nov. 12 Sat—Optional field trip to Poplar Forest, Bedford (Lynchburg) to see Poplar Forest 

28. Nov. 14 Mon UVA-- view Jefferson drawings  1/2 class meets in Special Collections library, Byrd Room 3rd floor.

29. Nov. 16  Weds. UVA --- view Jefferson drawings…1/2 class meets in Special Collections library, Byrd Room 3rd floor.
30. Nov. 18 Fri Discussion section
Thanksgiving break 

31. Nov 28 Mon. Jefferson and workmen’s designs

Reading for next time: http://explore.lib.virginia.edu/exhibits/show/architecture-after-jefferson
32 Nov. 30 Weds.  Overall Jefferson

 33. Dec. 2. Fri Discussion section and review

34. Dec. 5 Mon Jefferson and American Architecture--themes

Final Sat Dec 10 2-5pm
