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HIEU 3041:  THE FALL OF THE ROMAN REPUBLIC (Fall, 2016)

TR 11-12:15, CAB 489; not for CR/NC; no undergraduate auditors

E. Meyer, 495 Nau Hall (924-6411; eam2n@virginia.edu)

Office hours:  T 2:00-3:30, and by appointment

Marius was once rebuked for granting Roman citizenship illegally to one thousand men of Camerinum who had fought for him in a recent battle.  Marius answered that the law spoke too softly to be heard in such a noise of war.








Plutarch, Life of Marius
This is an intermediate-level class that assumes some, but minimal, prior knowledge of the fundamentals of Roman history.  It is a lecture-and-discussion class, and participation in the discussions is required, as is attendance at all other times.  Two papers--one short, due at the beginning of class on September 29th, and one longer, due at the beginning of class on November 22nd--are also required; for the latter you are also expected to hand in a one-paragraph prospectus of what your paper will be about, sometime between October 18th and November 15th.  There will also be two exams, a one-hour midterm on October 11th and a three-hour non-cumulative final on December 12th at 9 a.m.  These requirements will be weighed as follows:


Discussion participation





20%


First paper (5 pages)






15%


Midterm







15%


Longer paper (7-10 pages)





25%


Final








25%

Furthermore, you must perform or hand in an acceptable version of each of these requirements to pass the course.

The first paper will be built around a close reading of a text; the second paper is to be more wide-ranging, developing a theme found in one or more of the longer texts of the course (Caesar, Cicero's Letters, or you may venture into other speeches or philosophical works of Cicero) or following out other ideas you may have.  In this level of history course it is important that you start developing some of your own questions, based upon the reading; how to turn questions into analytical papers is part of the challenge.  I will, of course, assist with this as well, but approaching the primary reading with an inquiring mind is essential.  Both exams will test your knowledge of facts; your ability to recognize quotations from the primary-source reading (and, more important, to discuss their significance and their relationship to the themes of the course); and your ability to analyze and synthesize through the art of essay-writing.  Please note also that the reading increases and the discussions become more frequent after the midterm, and be prepared (the reading averages 103 pages/week before the midterm, 180 pages/week after; there are 3.5 discussions before the midterm, 6.5 after).  The amount of reading each week is indicated in [brackets] after the title for each class.  Discussions are an important part of this course:  you should be ready to participate.


This class also has a collab homepage (https://collab.itc.virginia.edu/portal) where, if you are registered for the class, you can click on the tab 16FHIEU3041/9025: this site has a copy of the syllabus, Roman family genealogies, maps, and study sheets; other items of interest, like extra-credit opportunities, will be added over the course of the semester.
Graduate students may take this class with a separate discussion and a longer final paper:  sign up for HIEU 9025.

The following books have been ordered, and are at the University Bookstore (and on reserve at Clemons); there is also a required course packet, at N.K. Print and Design on the University Corner (7 Elliewood Avenue); readings in it are marked by an * in the schedule of lectures and readings.  Books ordered:

H. H. Scullard, From the Gracchi to Nero (fifth edition, 1982, but with new foreword by D. Rathbone, 2011:  you must use the 2011 version of this edition because, irritatingly enough, the page numbers differ from the 1982 printing); abbreviated below as FGtN

Cicero, On Government (Penguin)

Cicero, Selected Political Speeches (Penguin)

Cicero, Selected Letters (Oxford), abbreviated below as SL

Caesar, The Gallic War (Oxford)

Plutarch, Makers of Rome (Penguin), abbreviated below as Makers
Plutarch, Fall of the Roman Republic (Penguin), abbreviated below as Fall
Sallust, Catiline's War, The Jugurthine War, Histories (trans. Woodman; Penguin)

LECTURES AND READING:

8/23  T  Introduction:  Pharsalus, 48 BC

8/25  R  Politics I:  Auctoritas, Dignitas, Res Publica.  Authority and the 'Constitution' [31]

Reading:  *M. Beard and M. Crawford, Rome in the Late Republic (1985) 40-71

8/30  T  Religion and Ritual, Public and Private [14]

Reading:  *M. Beard and M. Crawford, Rome in the Late Republic (1985) 25-39

9/1    R  Roman Time and Space [31]
Reading:  *K.-J. Hölkeskamp, "History and Collective Memory in the Middle Republic," in N. Rosenstein and R. Morstein Marx, eds., A Companion to the Roman Republic (2006) 478-495
                *A. Ziolkowski, "Civic Rituals and Political Spaces in Republican and Imperial Rome," in P. Erdkamp, ed., The Cambridge Companion to Ancient Rome (2013) 389-403 

9/6   T  'Hearts of Wolves':  Warfare and the Roman Nobility [32]

Reading:  Scullard, FGtN 1-10

 *K. Hopkins, Conquerors and Slaves (1978) 25-47

9/8   R  Imperium, Wealth, and Land.  Half-lecture, half-discussion [94]

Reading:  Scullard, FGtN 11-13, 16-18

 *K. Hopkins, Conquerors and Slaves (1978) 1-25, 48-74 
 *N. Rosenstein, Rome at War (2004) 141-169 (and notes, 270-280)
9/13  T  Politics II:  Tiberius Sempronius Gracchus and the Tribunate [40]
Reading:  Scullard, FGtN 19-27
  Plutarch, Tiberius Gracchus (=Makers 153-174)

  *Appian, Civil Wars 1.1-17 (pp. 1–11)

9/15  R  Politics III:  Gaius Sempronius Gracchus.  Discussion [53]

Reading:  Scullard, FGtN 27-33
  Plutarch, Gaius Gracchus (=Makers 175-193)

  *Appian, Civil Wars 1.18-27 (pp. 11-17)

  *testimonia about Gaius Gracchus, *fragments of his speeches; his *judicial law

9/20  T  The Rise of Marius.  Discussion [112]

Reading:  Scullard, FGtN 36-47, 49-51

  *Appian, Civil Wars 28-33 (pp. 17-20)

  Plutarch, Marius 1-4, 28-31 (=Fall 4-7, 32-37)

  Sallust, The Jugurthine War (pp. 51-138); note *chronology in packet

9/22  R  Roman Imperialism and the Army of 110 BC [75]

Reading:  Scullard, FGtN 33-35, 47-49

  re-read Sallust, The Jugurthine War 48-54.4, 57-60, 97.4-99 (pp. 88-93, 95-98, 126-8)
  Plutarch, Marius 15-27 (=Fall 18-32)

  *L. Keppie, The Making of the Roman Army (1984) 33-68

9/27  T  Politics IV:  Rhetoric and the Courts.  Discussion [118]

Reading:  Scullard, FGtN 52-53

  *A. Riggsby, Roman Law and the Legal World of the Romans (2010) 111-117, 195-202

  Plutarch, Cicero 1-9, 13, 24-27 (=Fall 324-333, 335-336, 346-351)

  Cicero, Brutus 1-227, 304-319 (=his On Government 221-293, 322-328)

  re-read Plutarch Tiberius 9, 15 (=Makers 161-162, 167-169) 

  *fragments of Gaius Gracchus; *fragments of Cato the Elder and *list of trials

9/29  R  Socii and Civitas:  Rome, Italy, and the Social War [16]

Reading:  Scullard, FGtN 53-58 and re-read 13-15

  *Appian, Civil Wars 1.34-53 (pp. 20-29)

FIRST PAPERS DUE
10/4  T  NO CLASS (FALL BREAK)
10/6  R  Marius, Sulla, and Civil War [110]

Reading:  Scullard, FGtN 58-72

  Plutarch, Marius 32-46 (=Fall 37-55)

  Plutarch, Sulla (=Fall 56-104)

  *Appian, 1.54-107 (pp. 29-60)

10/11 T  MIDTERM
10/13 R After Sulla I:  Rome and Sicily.  Discussion [105]

Reading:  Scullard, FGtN 73-81

  *Appian, 1.108-121 (pp. 60-68)

  Cicero, Verrines 2.5 (=his On Government 16-105); note *map of Sicily in packet

10/18  T  After Sulla II:  Rome and Mithridates [168]

  Reading:   Scullard, FGtN 82-89

     *Plutarch, Lucullus 1-36; Plutarch, Pompey 1-42 (=Fall pp. 160-207)

     Sallust, Histories 2.98 (Letter of Pompey) in Woodman (pp. 156-157)
10/20  R  Politics V:  Ambitio and Ambitus:  Power, Greed, and Spending Money.  Half-Discussion [73]

  Reading:  Plutarch, Pompey 43-46 (=Fall 207-210) and re-read Pompey 23

    Plutarch, Crassus 1-13 (=Fall 110-127)

    *Plutarch, Lucullus 37-43

    Cicero, Pro Murena (=his On Government 106-159)
10/25  T Politics VI:  Electioneering.  Was the Late Roman Republic a Democracy?  Discussion [75]

 Reading:  *Polybius, Hist. 6.11-18

   *Cicero Republic 1.33-71 (pp. 17-33)

   *[Quintus Cicero], Handbook on Electioneering
                  *F. Millar, "Popular Politics at Rome in the Late Republic," in I. Malkin and Z. Rubinsohn, eds., Leaders and Masses in the Roman World (1995) 91-113

   *H. Mouritsen, Plebs and Politics in the Late Roman Republic (2001) 1-17
10/27  R Politics VII:  Coniuratio, the Conspiracy of Catiline.  Discussion [138]

 Reading:  Scullard, FGtN 90-96

   Cicero, Selected Letters (=SL) no. 3

   Sallust, Catiline's War (pp. 3-47)

   Plutarch, Cicero 10-12, 14-23 (=Fall 333-335, 336-346)

   Cicero, Against Catiline 1-4 (=Selected Political Speeches 71-145)

11/1  T The 'Three-Headed Monster' [28]

Reading:  Scullard, FGtN 96-97

  Cicero, SL 5, 9-10, 12, 15-18, 20-22
11/3  R  Roman Violence, 67-52 B.C.  Discussion [98]

Reading:  Scullard, FGtN 97-105

  Plutarch, Pompey 47-57 (=Fall 210-224)

  Cicero, Pro Milone (=Selected Political Speeches 215-278)

  Cicero, SL 23-24, 33, and 35; note *chronology in packet

11/8  T  Roman Mores, 65-52 BC [242]

Reading:  Cicero, Pro Caelio (=Selected Political Speeches 165-214)

                *Catullus, Poems 2-3, 5, 7-8, 11, 37, 51, 58, 70, 72, 75, 77, 78B, 79, 83, 85-87, 92, 100, 107 (n.b. Lesbia=Clodia); note *Clodia's family tree in packet

  *Plutarch, Cato 1-51 [61 pages]
  Cicero,*Letters to Friends no. 110 (15.4) and 111 (15.5)

  re-read Sallust preface to Catiline's War (pp. 1-10)

11/10  R  Caesar in Gaul (and Crassus in Parthia).  Discussion [147]

  Reading:  Scullard, FGtN 105-114

    Plutarch, Crassus 15-33 (=Fall 128-154)

    Caesar, Gallic Wars books I-II, VII (=3-53, 142-194)

11/15  T  Politics VIII:  Dignitatis Contentio (aka Civil War).  Why?  Why Now?  Discussion [110]

  Reading:  Scullard, FGtN re-read 103-105, 114-121

    Plutarch, Pompey 58-80 (=Fall 224-248)

    *Cicero, Letters to Friends no. 84 (8.8), 91 (8.1), 97 (8.14)

    *Cicero, Letters to Atticus no. 122 (6.8), 126 (7.3), 129-132 (7.6-7.9); SL 66-78

    *Caesar, Civil War 1.1-1.33 (=pp. 3-22; pp. 270-279 are the notes)

    *Cicero, Letters to Atticus 153 (8.3), 174C (9.7C), 185 (9.16), 199B (10.8B)

    *R. E. Smith, The Failure of the Roman Republic (1955) 163-166

    *E. Gruen, The Last Generation of the Roman Republic (1974) 498-507

    note *opinions, questions, and chronology in packet

11/17 R  NO CLASS.  Work on your papers!
11/22 T  Caesar as Dictator of the City of Rome:  Politics, Religion, Ritual, Topography [80]

 Reading:  Scullard, FGtN 121-130

   *Cicero, Letters to Friends 349 (11.28)

   Plutarch, Caesar (=Fall 254-322)


SECOND PAPERS DUE

11/24  R  NO CLASS:  THANKSGIVING BREAK

11/29  T The Ides of March, and the Aftermath:  Libertas? [146]
  Reading:  Plutarch, Cato 52-73, Brutus (=Makers 223-270)

    *Nicolaus of Damascus, Life of Augustus 1-31 (pp. 3-75, followed by notes)

    Cicero, SL 109, 133-139, 147

    *Cicero, Letters to Friends no. 336 (11.3)
    *Cicero, Letters to Atticus no. 366 (14.12), 367 (14.13)
12/1  R Politics IX:  Cicero and the Politics of Reputation [111]

Reading:  Scullard, FGtN 131-134
  *Catullus, Poems 29, 52, 54, 57, 97-98, 108, 113

  Cicero, *Letters to Atticus 367A (14.13A); SL 138

  Plutarch, Antony 1-22 (=Makers 271-289)

  Cicero, Philippics 1 (=Selected Speeches 295-318) and *Philippics 2 (pp. 101-153)

12/6  T Warlords and the First Augustan Settlement [99]

Reading:  Scullard, FGtN 134-145, 176-185
  Plutarch, Antony 23-87 (=Makers 289-349)

  *Suetonius, Augustus 1-17, 26-27, 68-70 (pp. 54-63, 67-69, 92-94)
  *Augustus, Res Gestae Divi Augusti
12/12 M  FINAL EXAM (9:00-12:00)
