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COURSE DESCRIPTION

During the course of this seminar we briefly review evaluation models and the identify and apply principles of evaluation to the construction of a plan to evaluate a gifted program. We also explore issues relating to the evaluation of gifted programs. During the course of the semester, students will design an evaluation plan, review and design assessment tools, and discuss collecting and analyzing data relating to a program for gifted students. 
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS, AND UNDERSTANDINGS

SKILLS
· Developing a program description for a gifted program based on program documents and interviews with key personnel/stakeholders

· Designing a program evaluation for a gifted program including program description, evaluation questions, sources of information, instrumentation, data analysis and reporting format

· Survey construction/Interview guide preparation

· Instrument review

· Collection of reliable and valid data

· Analysis of evaluation data

· Writing evaluation reports

KNOWLEDGE
· Differences in purposes and structures of a variety of evaluation models
· Definitions of key terms used in program evaluation
· Awareness of unique issues facing the evaluation of gifted and talented programs

· Sources of information on assessment tools

· Key aspects of models used in evaluation of programs for the gifted

UNDERSTANDINGS
· Ways in which the constraints of schools inhibit or enhance the development of
programs for gifted students

· Ways in which program evaluation can improve practice

· Limitations of program evaluation

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

The course requirements are designed to reflect the attainment of specific skills, knowledge and understandings by having you actually work on program evaluations. Much of the work will be group work, but there will be individual checkpoints to assure you are learning the required skills. These checkpoints range from the general skills in designing a program evaluation to specific skills in evaluating tests or other assessments for their appropriateness for use in a specific evaluation.

Requirement 1: Program “Front-end” Analysis Plan:

As you will learn in this course, the ability to develop a program description is fundamental to developing an adequate program evaluation plan. The first product will require you to design and implement a plan to gather enough information from documents and stakeholders about the program to be able to complete a program description.

Requirement 2: Program Description: After developing a plan for gathering data for the program description, you will gather that data and develop a program description as outlined in class. This program description will include a complete set of both potential evaluation questions and those that have been selected for the evaluation focus.

Requirement 3: Instrument Review: Based on the evaluation questions, you will search for and identify one instrument that might be used to collect evaluation data and then review that instrument for purposes of evaluating the program.

Requirement 4: Survey or Questionnaire: You will be required to develop one survey or questionnaire for the purpose of evaluating the program.

Requirement 5: Evaluation Workplan: The final product will be an evaluation workplan.

Class Participation: This course is a seminar so it is expected that students will come to class prepared to use information from assigned readings, their experiences and in-depth study and reflection. Each class will require that you use the information from the readings in an applied situation.

TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER READINGS:

REQUIRED TEXTS

Fitzpatrick, J. L., Sanders, J. R., & Worthen, B. R. (2011). Program evaluation: Alternative approaches and practical guidelines (4th ed.). Boston: Pearson

Renzulli, J.S. (1975). A guidebook for evaluating programs for the gifted and talented. Ventura, CA: Ventura County Schools, National/ State Leadership Training Institute on the Gifted and Talented. (This text is out of print so will be loaded onto UVaCollab.)
Callahan, C. M. (Ed.) (2004). Program evaluation in gifted education. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

SUPPLEMENTAL TEXTS
Callahan, C. M., & Caldwell, M. S. (1995). A practitioner’s guide to evaluating programs for the gifted. Washington, DC: National Association for Gifted Children. (This text is out of print so will be loaded onto UVaCollab.)

VanTassel-Baska, J., & Feng, A.X. (Eds.) (2004). Designing and utilizing evaluation for gifted program improvement. Waco, TX: Prufrock.

Other readings will be from journal articles or book/ monograph chapters as indicated in the specific readings for each week. These readings will be available on UVaCollab.

GRADING

Class Participation……………………..10%

Program “Front-end” Analysis Plan….. 10%

Program Description …………………..20%

Instrument Review …………………….20%

Survey or Questionnaire ………………15%
Evaluation Workplan ………………….25%

TOPICAL OUTLINE AND ASSIGNMENTS

September 3
· Introduction to the Course

· Review of Program Evaluation Purposes as They Apply to Gifted Programs and Services

· Determining When Evaluation is Appropriate

· Front-end analysis

· Developing a protocol for interviewing Julie Baird, Director of the Saturday and Summer Enrichment Program
September 10-Interview with Julie Baird, Director of the Saturday and Summer Enrichment Program (SEP)
· Identifying Stakeholders and Collecting Data from Stakeholders

READING ASSIGNMENT

· NAGC Pre-k to Grade 12 Gifted Program Standards: http://www.nagc.org/webprek12.htm

· TEXT: Chapters  1 and 11 

· Renzulli: pp.1-8, 47-56

September 17
· Describing a Gifted Program for Purposes of Program Evaluation

· Gathering Front End Analysis Data –Applied

READING ASSIGNMENT

· Callahan: Chapters 2 and 3

· TEXT: Chapter 12

· Callahan, C. M. (2009). Evaluation for decision-making: The practitioner’s guide to program evaluation. In J.S. Renzulli, E. J. Gubbins, K.S. McMillen, R.D. Eckert, & C. A. Little (Eds)., Systems & models for developing programs for the gifted and talented (2nd ed.) (pp.119-142). Mansfield Center, CT: Creative Learning Press. 
September 24
I am out of town but class will meet to draft the overview of the program description for SEP. Details to be presented on September 17
October 1 

· Generating Evaluation Concerns and Questions

READING ASSIGNMENT

· Callahan, C. M. (1993). Evaluation of programs and procedures for gifted education. In K. Heller, J. Monks, & A. H. Passow (Eds.), International handbook of research and development of giftedness and talent (pp. 607-618). New York: Pergammon.

· TEXT: Chapter 13
· Callahan: Chapter 1

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT DUE: Summary of front-end analysis plan
October 8
Reading Days (No Class)
October 15
· Identifying Sources of Information and Assessment Tools

· Issues in the Assessment of Outcomes in Gifted Programs

READING ASSIGNMENT

· Renzulli: pp. 56-87

· TEXT: Chapters 14 and 15
· Callahan: Chapters 4, 5, and 9

· Callahan, C. M. (2005). Making the grade or achieving the goal. In F. A. Karnes & S. M. Bean, Methods and materials for teaching the gifted (2nd ed.). (pp. 211-246).Waco, TX: Prufrock.

· http://buros.unl.edu/buros/jsp/search.jsp

· http://www.ets.org/testcoll/index.html

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT: Program Description

October 22
· Developing Surveys and Interview Protocols
READING ASSIGNMENT

· Covert, R. W. (1977). Guidelines and criteria for constructing questionnaires.

Charlottesville, VA: University of Virginia.

· Fink, A. (2003). How to ask survey questions (2nd ed.). (2003). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. Read Chapters 1-4.

· Text: Chapter 15

October 29
· Data Collection 
READING ASSIGNMENT

· Fink, A. (2003). How to sample in surveys (2nd ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. Read Chapters 1-2.

· Bourque, L.B., & Fielder, E. P. (2003).How to conduct self-administered and mail surveys (2nd ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. Chapters 3 and 4.

· TEXT: Review Chapter 15 on sampling, Chapter 16
WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT: Draft survey and draft interview protocols

November 5
· Conducting Interviews

· Critiquing Surveys

· Selecting Instruments for Evaluation 
READING ASSIGNMENT

· Surveys constructed by peers
November 12
· Data Analysis

READING ASSIGNMENT

· Renzulli: pp. 87-90

· TEXT: Chapters 15 and 16

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT: Instrument Review

November 19

No Class

November 26
· Writing an Evaluation Report

READING ASSIGNMENT

· Renzulli: pp. 91-94

· Tomlinson, C., Bland, L., Moon, T., & Callahan, C. 1994). Case studies of evaluation utilization. Evaluation Practice, 15, 153-168.

· TEXT: Chapter 17, 3
WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT: Evaluation workplan

December 3
· Special Issues in Evaluating Gifted Programs

READING ASSIGNMENT

· House, E. R., & Lapan, S. (1994). Evaluation of programs for disadvantaged gifted students. Journal for the Education of the Gifted, 17, 441-466.

· Other students’ workplans

