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Chinese Calligraphy and Culture
NCFL 109 / 21144  
Course Syllabus – Spring/2014
Non-credit/face-to-face format
Instructor:  Shu-chen Chen

                     sc8u@virginia.edu   
Instructor Bio:  Shu-Chen Chen has been teaching Mandarin Chinese at the University of Virginia since 2005. She was educated in Taiwanese and Chinese language and culture while growing up in Taiwan.  She earned her PhD at UVA in religious studies with a focus on Chinese and Tibetan Buddhism.
Dates/Times:
Wednesdays, 6:30-8:30 pm, March 19 – May 7
Location: UVa School of Continuing and Professional Studies, Zehmer Hall, Room B
Course Description:  Chinese calligraphy is a unique gem of Chinese culture.  It crosses the boundary of practical daily use and artistic form.  Through inked lines, the writer communicates feelings and ideals.  The ultimate inspiration of Chinese calligraphy is balance, a fundamental concept in Chinese culture.  This course emphasizes the practice of calligraphy and combines the study of culture and language with an appreciation of Chinese civilization.  Students will learn the basic elements of concentration, brush holding, paper and ink, and writing.  The course is designed for beginners, but those with experience in Chinese or in calligraphy are also welcome.  
Course Objectives/Learning Outcomes:  Students will learn some basic Mandarin Chinese verbal skills, practice writing characters with a brush, and acquire knowledge about Chinese culture. 
Supply List: You may purchase your own calligraphy supplies online such as the following sites:
Calligraphy Brush Set
http://www.amazon.com/Chinese-calligraphy-writing-brush-painting/dp/B0009VS6RE/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1386018524&sr=8-1&keywords=chinese+calligraphy+brush
Calligraphy Starter Set (includes ink stone and ink stick, brushes, brush rest, water dish, mini spoon, and rice paper)
http://www.amazon.com/Large-Chinese-BEGINNER-Calligraphy-SH11XXL/dp/B000AMW5V0/ref=sr_1_11?ie=UTF8&qid=1386018550&sr=8-11&keywords=chinese+calligraphy+brush
Gridded Magic Cloth

http://www.amazon.com/Gridded-Magic-Practicing-Chinese-Calligraphy/dp/B004G7HV5K/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&qid=1386018597&sr=8-4&keywords=chinese+calligraphy+paper
Gridded Magic Cloth with stroke writing instructions
http://www.amazon.com/Water-writing-Practicing-Chinese-Calligraphy-Strokes/dp/B00EZSQSBI/ref=sr_1_16?ie=UTF8&qid=1386018663&sr=8-16&keywords=chinese+calligraphy+paper 
Special Note: The supplies should cost approximately $35 if ordering from the suggested websites. Those who opt not to buy their own supplies may use the instructor’s supplies at a reduced cost ($10); however, those supplies will still belong to the instructor and you will not be allowed to take them home. 
SCPS Inclement Weather/Emergency Hotline: 434-924-4364
(Information will NOT be on the main UVa snow line.)

_______________________________________________________________
Class Instruction:  There will be lectures, discussions, group and pair work, in class tasks, little projects between classes, and short writing exercises in class or between classes.   
Class Expectations:  Please keep a regular attendance and refrain from using cellphones or other electronic devices unless you are asked to.
Class Schedule:  
	
	Language components
	Culture/calligraphy  components 

	3/19
	Pronunciation 1
	Overview of topics of interest

	3/26
	Pronunciation 2, numbers
	Chinese people/characters on this topic

	4/2
	Pronunciation 3, radicals, greetings
	Chinese geography/characters on this topic 

	4/9
	Pronunciation 4, radicals, time
	Festivals/characters on this topic

	4/16
	Self- introduction
	Food/characters on this topic

	4/23
	hobbies
	Poetry/characters on this topic

	4/30
	Description 
	Literature/characters on this topic

	5/7
	Narration 
	Religion/characters on this topic 


Communication:  Students can expect my email response within 48 hours, in the case of an emergency, it will be immediate. 
Resources: Electronic resources will be available on Collab.  The instructor will explain how to use Collab on the first day of class. 
Technical Support Contacts:

· Login/Password:  scpshelpdesk@virginia.edu  
· UVaCollab:  collab-support@virginia.edu  
· BbCollaborate (Elluminate) Support:  idtteam@virginia.edu or http://support.blackboardcollaborate.com  
U.Va. Policies:  

University Email:  Students are expected to check their official U.Va. email addresses on a frequent and consistent basis to remain informed of University communications, as certain communications may be time sensitive. Students who fail to check their email on a   regular basis are responsible for any resulting consequences.

University of Virginia Honor System:  All work should be pledged in the spirit of the Honor System at the University of Virginia.   The instructor will indicate which assignments and activities are to be done individually and which permit collaboration. The following pledge should be written out at the end of all quizzes, examinations, individual assignments and papers:  “I pledge that I have neither given nor received help a on this examination (quiz, assignment, etc.)”.  The pledge must be signed by the student. For more information please visit Honor System.
Special Needs: It is the policy of the University of Virginia to accommodate students with disabilities in accordance with federal and state laws. Any SCPS student with a disability who needs accommodation (e.g., in arrangements for seating, extended time for examinations, or note-taking, etc.), should contact the Learning Needs and Evaluation Center (LNEC) and provide them with appropriate medical or psychological documentation of his/her condition. Once accommodations are approved, it is the student’s responsibility to follow up with the instructor about logistics and implementation of accommodations. Accommodations for test taking should be arranged at least 14 business days in advance of the date of the test(s). Students with disabilities are encouraged to contact the LNEC: 434-243-5180/Voice, 434-465-6579/Video Phone, 434-243-5188/Fax. Further policies and statements available: U.Va. Special Needs Website
For further policies and statements about student rights and responsibilities, please see U.Va  Website
