Language and Prehistory. ANTH 3480/ 7480. Fall Term 2014. 

ANTH 3480 (undergraduate credit) meets Wednesdays and Fridays 10.00-10.50 a.m., Dell 1 105. One additional TA section-hour is required.   You must register for and attend this additional discussion hour if you expect to pass the course.  Available times are: Fr 3:00PM - 3:50PM New Cabell Hall 187; Mo 10:00AM - 10:50AM Nau Hall 142; Mo 11:00AM - 11:50AM Brooks Hall 103. Section meetings start on Friday August 29.  

ANTH 7480 (graduate credit) meets Wednesdays and Fridays 10.00-10.50 a.m., Dell 1 105  and one additional hour per week to be announced, starting week of Sep. 1.  Watch for e-mail.
Instructor: Eve Danziger. Brooks Hall 201. ed8c@virginia.edu 924-3002. 

TA: Jessica Boynton  jmb6sb@virginia.edu
Office hours for Eve Danziger and Jessica Boynton are TBA and by individual appointment.
This course covers the basic principles of diachronic linguistics – the study of how languages change over time -- and discusses the uses of linguistic data in the reconstruction of prehistory. We will consider for example the use of linguistic evidence in tracing prehistoric population movements, in demonstrating contact among prehistoric groups, and in the reconstruction of daily life. Examples and case studies will be drawn from the Mayan languages of Central America, and will include discussion of pre-Columbian Mesomerican writing systems and their ongoing decipherment. Over the semester, students will be responsible for completing several homework assignments based on course content, and a midterm and final exam. 

The full syllabus of weekly readings and topics is available on the course Collab site. Short additional readings for discussion in section may also be assigned. 
Required Texts (available in University Bookstore -- please get the most recent edition):

Coe, Michael D. 2011. The Maya. 8th edition. London: Thames and Hudson. 

Ohio University Department of Linguistics (eds) 2011. Language Files: Materials for an Introduction to Languages and Linguistics 11th edition. Department of Linguistics, The Ohio State University. Columbus: Ohio State University Press.  
Schele, Linda and David Freidel 1992. A Forest of Kings. Harper Collins. 
Requirements:  
a) Participation and involvement: 10% of grade.


b) Three graded homework exercises: 15% each. Homework exercise 1 due week 6 (week of Sep. 29).  Homework exercise 2 due week 10 (week of Oct 27). Homework exercise 3 due week 13 (week of Nov. 17).  Homework exercises will be assigned two weeks before each due date.

c) An in-class mid-term exam, Friday October 17 (Week 8): 20%

d) A final exam Monday Dec. 15, 9.00 am (Week 17): 25%
An alternative set of requirements may be offered to advanced students in ANTH 7480.
