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GIB 242
SEX AND MORALITY
How have Jewish and Christian morals shaped sexual experience in the West?  What do contemporary Americans mean by “family values”?  Focusing on the United States today, we will analyze pre-marital sex, the sexual revolution, promiscuity, abortion, prostitution, gay marriage, rape, teaching sex education in public schools, and “senior sex.”  We will pay special attention to selected legal decisions in minting sexual mores, as well as to art, film, and the media in challenging values.
What does sexual activity have to do with religious practice?  How will we theorize or understand sexual desires we don’t share?  How appropriate is it for the government to legislate sexuality?  What is the future of sex in America?
1.  MARRIAGE = SEX


24 JANUARY
St. Paul and Augustine make the rules clear; the birth control pill greases the path from repression to obsession in America.  

St. Paul, 1 Corinthians 7; [ optional:  Augustine excerpts from Love, Sex, and Marriage in the Middle Ages (saved under “McCarthy” on Collab )] 
2.  PRE-MARITAL SEX


31 JANUARY 
What does sex have to do with love?  With marriage?  How realistic is it to expect to dilute the sex-saturated culture of contemporary America?  How wise is it to marry someone you’ve never had sex with?  What was the sexual revolution?  What was life like in London during the “swinging 60s”?  Do you approve of Diana Scott’s lifestyle in Darling? Can “hooking up” in college be considered a moral option for students? Can this film shock anyone who has watched episodes of Lena Dunham’s TV series Girls?
Ian McEwan, On Chesil Beach; John Schlesinger, Darling (1965, film) [optional:  2011  documentary (A)Sexual, directed by Angela Tucker]
3.  FAMILY VALUES


7 FEBRUARY
What was life like for a rural American family in the 1970s, as the sexual revolution altered urban mores? What conclusions about American values can we draw from Alison Bechdel’s story? What do parents owe their children? What do spouses owe one another? Was it dishonest for Alison’s father to lie to his wife and family about his deepest drives? How do you morally assess Alison as a daughter? What moral issues does her story raise?
Alison Bechdel, Fun Home
4.  BIOLOGY


 
14 FEBRUARY
How does raw desire undermine sexual morals?  How does American culture compare to others (geographical, temporal) in its moral approaches to and evaluations of desires? What is evolutionary psychology and what does it have to do with sex?
Christopher Ryan and Cacilda Jetha, Sex At Dawn
5.  METHODOLOGY


21 FEBRUARY
In 1994 the University of Chicago Press published the landmark study The Social Organization of Sexuality, “the most important survey since the Kinsey report,” according to Time magazine.  What is a methodology?  What was Kinsey’s methodology? What is the most responsible way to study sex?  What is the Guttmacher Institute (www.guttmacher.org)?  Who was Evelyn Hooker?  What are responsible sexual choices?  Do you agree that the U.S. government should be in the business of regulating sexuality in America? What role, if any, does Law and Order:  Special Victims Unit play in creating and transforming sexual values?
Bill Condon, Kinsey (2004 film, 120 mins.) – we will view this film together in seminar; Schmiechen (dir.), Changing Our Minds:  The Story of Dr. Evelyn Hooker [optional:  Mary Roach, Bonk:  The Curious Coupling of Science and Sex]
6.  PROSTITUTION


28 FEBRUARY (first reading exam)
Is it really necessary to know the people we have sex with?  To respect them? To give sex away for free?  Why?  Do you agree with Thomas Nagel that weird or bad sex is better than no sex at all?  Should prostitution remain illegal in the United States?  Even if it is illegal, how can we protect and care for sex workers?  
Alain Corbin, “Prostitution and New Forms of Desire”; John Milbank, “The Ethics of Sperm Donation” (search terms:  Milbank, Bionews 2009); Martha Nussbaum, “Whether from Reason or from Prejudice:  Taking Money for Bodily Services”; Chester Brown, Paying for It  [optional:  Debra Satz, “Markets in Women’s Sexual Labor”; Robert Altman, McCabe and Mrs. Miller (1971, film); Neil Jordan, Mona Lisa (1986, film)]
[SPRING BREAK:  4-12 MARCH]

7.  ASSAULT, RAPE


14 MARCH  

To what extent does sexual expression deserve legal protection? What are the moral and legal limits of the conjugal debt? What should qualify as sexual violence? Why has sexual assault become rampant on American college campuses?
Anita Superson, “Sexual Harassment”; Sarah Ellison,”What’s Next for the University of Virginia?” (Vanity Fair, Sept 2015)
8.  SENIOR SEX



21 MARCH 
At what age should people stop having sex?  Does St. Paul’s thinking about conjugal debt apply to senior couples?  Even if one of the two no longer recognizes the other?  Should sexual opportunities be morally limited to young, married heterosexuals?  
Roy Moynihan, “The Making of a Disease:  Female Sexual Dysfunction”; Portmann, “Sex with Strangers,”; Sarah Polley, Away from Her (2006, film); Angus McLaren, “Viagra” from Impotence:  A History; New York Times editorial, 12 June 2015:  “A Pill to Boost Female Libido” [In-class video:  Hebrew Home for the Aged, Freedom of Sexual Expression]
9.   ART, SEX, AND MORALITY
28 MARCH


How can it be said that art leads morality?  What do artists experimenting with erotic representations end up doing to prevailing sexual norms?  What do paintings and sculptures have to do with moral rules?  How do paintings and sculptures clarify the line between legitimate or natural beauty and the transgressive?  
Alyce Mahon, Eroticism & Art
10.  HOMOSEXUALITY 

4 APRIL 
What is homophobia?  What might it have to do with opposition to gay marriage? What does it have to do with misogyny?  Is anyone against gay marriage homophobic? Didn’t St. Paul clearly condemn homosexuals?
Bowers v. Hardwick (1986); Lawrence v. Texas (2003); Obergefell (2015); from Halperin, How to be Gay; [optional films:  J. Edgar (2011); Milk (2008)]
11.  ABORTION  



11 APRIL 
Abortion arguably remains the single most divisive social debate in the United States.  How, if at all, can religious Jews and Christians justify abortion? What is at stake in the debates over Roe v. Wade? How could President Trump change American law?
Judith Jarvis Thompson, “A Defense of Abortion”; Roe v. Wade (1973); Mike Leigh, Vera Drake (optional film); Naomi Wolf, “Our Bodies, Our Souls” [optional:  Linda Greenhouse, Before Roe v. Wade; Angela Bonavoglia, ed., The Choices We Made:  Twenty-Five Women and Men Speak Out about Abortion] 
12.  Sex Education


18 APRIL

 
Is it true that talking to children about sex harms them and weakens America? What role should “family values” play in public school curricula? What is the best way to reduce the number of unwanted teen pregnancies in the United States?
Neil Conan “Talk of the Nation” NPR special (available on Collab site); Laurie Abram, “Teaching Good Sex” (New York Times); South Park; Guttmacher Institute, “Facts on American Teens’ Sources of Information about Sex” (February 2012); Cynthia Dallard, “Legislating Against Arousal:  The Growing Divide  between Federal Policy and Teenage Sexual Behavior” (search “Guttmacher Institute” for this paper)
13.   PAPER WORKSHOP

25 APRIL
Bring to seminar an outline of your final paper.  You will present that outline to your small group.  Your goal is to make sure you are on your way to a relevant, challenging and coherent final paper.
14.  PORNOGRAPHY 


2 MAY (second reading exam)
What moral harm does pornography pose?  Should pornography be outlawed in the US? Could St. Paul have been right about sexual danger?
From Dean, ed., Porn Archives; Gore Vidal, “Pornography”; Catherine MacKinnon, “Pleasure under Patriarchy”; Harry Brod, “Pornography and the Alienation of Male Sexuality”; Paul Thomas Anderson, Boogie Nights (1997, film) [optional:  AsapScience, “The Science of Pornography Addiction” (2013, online); Robert Jensen, Getting Off:  Pornography and the End of Masculinity]
-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

GRADING:  Naturally, attendance in seminar is mandatory.  Two or more absences will result in the automatic lowering of your course grade (which is not to say that a single absence makes no difference).  
Every student will make one class presentation (20-30 minutes), summarizing the day’s readings and raising pertinent critical questions.  For the rest of that day, you will remain “on call”; you will field questions from anyone in the class on the readings.







The Registrar has scheduled our final exam on Thursday, 11 May 2017 from 2:00 – 5:00pm.  The final paper will be due 9 May at 6:00pm sharp.  For every day your paper is late, I will deduct ½ a grade.
Providing comments on long papers takes a good deal of time – so much so that I cannot submit final course grades by the CLAS deadline.  If you would like to receive comments on your final paper, you must submit it to me by 6:00pm on 5 May.  In  no way will you be penalized for submitting the paper on 9 May.

No one will be allowed to make up a reading exam without pledging a statement referencing medical care from a physician. 
The only class participation that counts toward your grade is that which occurs in seminar and over the class listserv.  The Garrett Hall “Take a Professor to Lunch” program, laudable as it is, does not count.  Nor does speaking to me after class on in my office count toward class participation.  A “chip shot” in seminar will not help you (a “chip shot” sounds like, “I really liked this article” or “I agree with what she just said”).  If you feel uncomfortable speaking in front of your peers, then this seminar is not for you.

REQUIRED TEXTS ( all on reserve in Clemons Library )
On Chesil Beach

Fun Home

Sex and Dawn

Paying for It

Eroticism & Art



class participation				20%				


2 reading exams (each at 15%)		30				


final paper (16-20 pp.)			50
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