
PSYC4559: Psychology of Violence 
Time: MW 2:00pm-3:15pm  

Location: Gilmer 240 

 

Instructor: Meret Hofer 

Office Hours: Mondays 12:30-1:30    |    Office: Gilmer 302 

Email: meret.hofer@virginia.edu    |    Phone: 434-243-3180 

 

Course Description 

 
Violence is a complex social problem that is best understood using a multidisciplinary approach. 

Drawing on research and theoretical frameworks from the fields of psychology, biology sociology, 

criminology, anthropology and law, this course will cover the roots of violence, specific subtypes of 

aggression and violence, as well as the physical and psychological consequences violence. This course 

examines aggressive and violent behavior across the life-span and will consider what we know and do 

not know about the epidemiology, etiology, risk and protective factors and treatment approaches for 

various forms of aggressive and violent behavior, including its impact on victims, perpetrators and 

society. A primary focus of the course will be to examine the interactive effects of biological, 

psychological and social factors in explaining and responding to violent psychopathology. When 

relevant, we will discuss how public policy and law are affected by the current understanding of 

aggression and violence. 

 

We will also examine the ways in which violence is portrayed in a range of representational media, 

challenging students to consider how portrayals of violence can mobilize sensitivity and accountability 

while honoring the memory of those who have been affected by the act of violence. Through these 

perspectives, the course will deepen our understanding of violence in a range of contexts as well as 

uncover intervention efforts that have effectively prevented or controlled violence in our communities.  

 

Classes will involve lectures on selected topics, documentary screenings, and class discussions and 

exercises. Students are required to attend and actively participate in class, submit written assignments, 

lead a presentation and complete a final paper.  

 

Course Objective and Learning Outcomes 

 
At the conclusion of this course, you will be able to: 

1. Integrate a range of theoretical perspectives to generate comprehensive explanations for why 

individuals act aggressively and violently.  

2. Recognize the range of biological-, individual-, social-, and structural-level factors that put 

someone at risk for or protect an at-risk individual from becoming violent. 

3. Describe and distinguish between various subtypes of aggression and violence and report their 

impact on its victims. 

4. Identify empirically-supported means for assessing and measuring aggression. 

5. Thoughtfully reflect upon the range of representational options available to portray acts of 

violence with consideration to the unique goals of the portrayal. 

6. Describe empirically-supported prevention and treatment programs for combating violence. 
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General Policies 

 
Readings: Required readings will be available on Collab.  

 

Academic Honesty: As you are aware, the University of Virginia maintains a strict honor code that 

helps to create a community of trust in our classes. It is one of the most valuable aspects of attending or 

teaching at UVa, and we should all take pride in maintaining this tradition. If a violation of the honor 

code comes to my attention, the person(s) involved will get a 0 for the assignment or exam, independent 

of any action taken by the honor committee. For more information about the honor code, see 

http://www.virginia.edu/honor/index.html.  

 

Learning Environment: Every student is responsible for helping to establish a safe, positive learning 

environment for themselves and their fellow students. This includes helping other students focus on the 

course material by turning off your cell phones and refraining from engaging in distracting activities on 

the computer (such as answering emails, chatting, checking Facebook, etc.). Additionally, due to the 

sensitive and, perhaps at times distressing, nature of the materials covered in this course a safe and 

empathetic learning environment is all the more important. When engaging in class discussion and 

debates on sensitive topics please be respectful of your fellow students.  

 

Accommodations: If you receive accommodations through SDAC, please notify me as soon as possible. 

  

Dates for dropping course with and without penalty:  

➢ September 5 – Last Day for Adding 

➢ September 6 – Last Day to Drop (deletion from transcript) 

➢ October 15 – Last Day to Withdraw 

 

Course Requirements and Grading 
 

Item Percentage of Final Grade Due Date 

Attendance & Participation 20%  

Assignments: 

- Statement of Reflexivity 

- Issues of Measurement 

- Integrating Theoretical 

Perspectives 

- Representations of Violence 

- Presentation 

 

50%  

      10% 

      10% 

      10% 

 

      10% 

      10% 

       

 

Monday 8/28 posted by 9 AM 

Monday 9/11 posted by 9 AM 

Monday 10/09 posted by 9 AM 

 

Monday 10/30 posted by 9 AM 

by sign-up: 10/30-11/29 

 

Paper Prep 

Final Paper 

  5% 

25% 

Monday, 11/06 posted by 9 AM 

Papers should be posted on 

Collab by 2 PM on 12/4 

A+ = 97% + A = 94-96% A- = 90-93% B+ = 87-89% B = 84-86% B- = 80-83% 

C+ = 77-79% C = 74-76% C- = 70-73% D+ = 67-69% D = 64-66% D- = 60-63% F = < 59% 

 

http://www.virginia.edu/honor/index.html
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Attendance & Participation (20%) 
 

Students are expected to attend every class. Unexplained absences will affect your final grade. If you 

must miss a class, please speak to me in advance or as soon as possible. 

 

Students are expected to actively participate when opportunities arise. Although class will be centered 

around lectures, discussions of readings and assignments are an important way in which to integrate the 

materials that are covered. Students should be aware that they may be called on to analyze the readings 

during class. It is expected that all students will (1) attend class, (2) have read all required readings and 

prepared thoughtful comments and questions about the reading prior to class, (3) be active participants.  

  

Active participation includes... 

- arriving to class on time. 

- using your computer only for taking notes or referencing readings. 

- completing the assigned readings by the specified deadline. 

- speaking up during class discussions, including disagreeing respectfully. 

- doing your fair share during in-class group activities. 

- asking questions of me and your fellow students. 

 

If you don’t typically feel comfortable contributing to in-class discussion, please let me know so we can 

find an alternative way for you to participate in class! 

 

A Note on the use of computers: A number of studies have shown that students take better notes by 

hand than on a laptop. For this reason, it is highly recommended that you take notes with pen and paper. 

If you choose to use a laptop for note-taking, please know that laptop screens can be very distracting to 

the people sitting behind you, especially if you are engaged in activities not related to class (e.g., 

checking email, responding to messages, checking Facebook, online shopping, etc.). If you’re found to 

be using your computer for anything other than note-taking, you will be asked to leave class and your 

participation / attendance grade will be impacted.  

 

 

Assignments (50%) 
 

Formatting for assignments: All written assignments should be completed in 12-point Times New 

Roman, double-spaced, with 1-inch margins and APA-formatted references. All assignments must be 

submitted on Collab by the specified deadlines. Please do not email me assignments as attachments. 

Written assignments should be submitted as Word documents. 

 

Critical Reflection: Statement of Reflexivity (10%) 

The purpose of this assignment (750 words minimum) is to help you examine and clarify your personal 

perspective (values, attitudes and beliefs) about aggression and violence. This paper is intended to be 

YOUR perspective. As such, you do not have to reference any outside readings or resources. In 

completing this assignment, you may wish to consider the following questions: 

- In what ways has your culture, social setting, ethnicity, race, socioeconomic class or upbringing 

affected your beliefs about the origins or expressions of aggression / violence? 
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- Can you identify any assumptions you may have about aggression / violence? If so, what are the 

norms and beliefs in your background that have influenced these assumptions? 

- Have you ever experienced any forms of aggression / violence against you? 

- Have you witnessed experiences of aggression / violence against others that have impacted you? 

- Have you engaged in any forms of aggression / violence against others? 

- In thinking through this assignment, did you have any particular insights that surprised you? 

 

Critical Reflection: Issues of Measurement (10%) 

The purpose of this assignment (750 words minimum) is to help you consider issues around the 

measurement of violence. To examine these issues, investigate one of the crowd-sourced databases on 

police-involved civilian deaths: 

• The Counted 

• Fatal Encounters 

• Washington Post’s Fatal Force 

 

Critically reflect on the information the archive provides. What does the database do well? What is 

missing? What kind of conclusions can we feel comfortable drawing from it? In order to give an 

informed analysis, please download and review the raw data from the database. What variables are 

provided in the database? What else should be included? Use one or more specific cases contained in the 

database in order to inform your perspective and highlight any issues you’ve identified. Finally, it is 

recommended you review at least one article (please provide a link) relying on the data in the archive 

you chose. Does the article accurately represent what the data can tell us? 

 

Critical Reflection: Integrating Theoretical Perspectives (10%) 

The purpose of this assignment (750 words minimum) is to help you consider the benefits and 

challenges of integrating inter-disciplinary theoretical perspectives on violence. Referring back to 

readings and lecture, you may wish to consider the following questions: 

- Can you identify the underlying assumptions about the nature of violence / aggression that guide 

different theoretical perspectives on violence and aggression?  

- To what extent do different theoretical perspectives on violence / aggression complement or 

contradict each other? 

- How can we navigate the contradictions between theoretical perspectives on violence and 

aggression while aiming to reconcile disciplinary perspectives? 

- How can different theoretical approaches to violence and aggression guide the consideration of 

effective intervention or prevention efforts? 

 

Critical Reflection: Representation of Violence (10%) 

Critically reflect on a portrayal of violence of your choice (750 words minimum). To analyze a 

representation of violence, you will identify and examine a portrayal of a particular act or type of 

violence. You may select from a wide spectrum of representational media such as public memorials, 

museum exhibits, entertainment media (TV, movie, comic books etc.), personal narratives, journalism, 

documentary film, photo reportage, or websites. You can go about finding the portrayal in two ways: 1) 

identify an area of violence of particular interest to you and then search for a representation of that 

topical area, or 2) locate a portrayal of violence that you find particularly compelling or problematic. 

Please consult me if you need ideas for your reflection. 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/ng-interactive/2015/jun/01/the-counted-police-killings-us-database
http://www.fatalencounters.org/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/national/police-shootings-2016/
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While this assignment can be approached in several ways, here are a few questions you might address: 

- What is the incident or topic of violence that is presented? When did it happen? What were the 

contributing factors? 

- What is the goal of the portrayal? Considering the principles discussed in class, how successful 

or problematic is the portrayal? 

- Describe your experience with your chosen portrayal of violence. What feelings did this 

portrayal of violence elicit in you?  

 

Class Presentation: Representations of Violence (10%) 

You will give brief presentation and lead a short discussion examining the representational media you 

analyzed for the prior written assignment. Please be ready to show us the representation you’ve chosen 

and present your analysis based on principles discussed in class and your own research.   

 

Paper Preparation Assignment (5%) 

The purpose of the paper prep assignment is to ensure that you are well prepared to write your final 

paper with a strong thesis and an appropriate combination references. The assignment should include 

your (1) paper topic, (2) general stance that you will take within your paper, (3) psychological studies 

and other references that are relevant to your topic (e.g., support your thesis or provide counterpoints), 

(4) a general outline of your paper. The paper prep assignment serves as your opportunity to ask any 

questions about how best to structure your paper, as well as to identify areas where you may become 

stuck. As you will receive detailed feedback on this assignment, it is in your best interest to have gotten 

as far on the paper as you are reasonably able. 

 

Final Paper (25%) 
 

To integrate and extend what you have learned in the course, you will write a 2500-3000 words final 

paper (excluding references) on an area of violence not covered in class. Your topic must be approved 

by me in advance. Even though you will submit your paper topic as part of the Paper Prep assignment, 

feel free to touch base with me at any time during the semester to get approval for your proposed topic. 

Possible areas of interest are listed below (feel free to come up with your own!).  

 
Female delinquency Abductions Murder / serial murderers 

Bullying Hate crimes Road rage 

Terrorism Cult behavior Hazing 

Workplace violence Elder abuse Animal cruelty  

Violence in sports / fan violence Suicide School violence / school shootings 

Modern-day slavery Human trafficking Mass imprisonment / prison violence 

War crimes  Torture State-sponsored violence 

Mass shootings Gender-based violence  

 

A more detailed grading rubric will be distributed in class, but your paper must include academic 

references and address the following areas:  

- An overview of a particular area of violence, exemplified by specific example(s) (e.g., School 

shootings, exemplified by the Columbine shooting and/or Sandy Hook) 

- An integrated interdisciplinary theoretical analysis of how this type of violence or the incidents 

of violence may be best interpreted.  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- A review and evaluation of recent, rigorous scientific research in the area of violence you’ve 

selected. 

- An examination of the availability of existing preventive/intervention efforts. 

- As applicable: current/best practices for psychologists and/or legal background, including 

applicable court cases or legal guidelines to the extent available. 

 

Your paper prep assignment and final paper are the single largest component of your course grade, and 

so I highly encourage you to come to office hours or set up an appointment with me to discuss your 

paper. Papers are due on Collab on December 4th. After this time, papers will be docked one-third letter 

grade (i.e., an A- will become a B+) and for each day thereafter that the papers are not turned in by 9 

am.  Papers will not be accepted after 5:00 PM on December 8th. If you’d like to receive individualized 

feedback on your paper (beyond simply receiving a grade), please email me by the paper’s due date. 

 

  

Extra Credit 
 

Students who complete the psychology department’s online course evaluation for this course will 

receive 4 extra credit points towards their participation grade.  We will not be able to match your name 

with your evaluation comments, but the psychology department will provide us with a list of those 

students who complete the evaluation. 
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TENTATIVE Class Schedule 
Readings should be completed and submitted by Monday’s class. 

 

Date Topics Readings and Assignments 

Introduction 

Wed. 

8/23 
General Course Information  

Mon. 

8/28 

 

Introduction to Violence: 

Definitions & subtypes 

Reflection: Statement of 

Reflexivity due by 9am  

 

Guterman, N. B., Cameron, M., & Staller, K. (2000). Definitional and 

measurement issues in the study of community violence among 

children and youths. Journal of community psychology, 28(6), 571-

587. 

 

Haugaard, J.J. (2000). The challenges of defining child sexual abuse. 

American Psychologist, 55, 1036-1039. 

 

Mercy, J. A., Krug, E. G., Dahlberg, L. L., & Zwi, A. B. (2003). 

Violence and health: the United States in a global 

perspective. American Journal of Public Health, 93(2), 256-261. 

 

Wolf, A., Gray, R., & Fazel, S. (2014). Violence as a public health 

problem: an ecological study of 169 countries. Social Science & 

Medicine, 104, 220-227. 

 

Grych, J., & Hamby, S. (2014). Advancing the measurement of 

violence: Challenges and opportunities. Psychology of Violence, 4(4), 

363. 

 

Wed. 

8/30 

Introduction to Violence: 

Identifying & measuring 

violence 

Mon. 

9/4 

 

Consequences of Violence: 

Traumatic stress reactions 

 

 

van der Kolk, B. A., Roth, S., Pelcovitz, D., Sunday, S., & 

Spinazzola, J. (2005). Disorders of extreme stress: The empirical 

foundation of a complex adaptation to trauma. Journal of traumatic 

stress, 18(5), 389-399. 

 

Van der Kolk, B. A., & Fisler, R. (1995). Dissociation and the 

fragmentary nature of traumatic memories: Overview and exploratory 

study. Journal of traumatic stress, 8(4), 505-525. 

 

Neimeyer, R. A. (2004). Fostering posttraumatic growth: A narrative 

elaboration. Psychological inquiry, 15(1), 53-59. 

 

Tedeschi, R. G., & Calhoun, L. G. (2004). " Posttraumatic growth: 

Conceptual foundations and empirical evidence". Psychological 
inquiry, 15(1), 1-18. 

 

 

 

Wed. 

9/6 

Consequences of Violence: 

Post-traumatic growth 
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Theories of Violence 

Mon. 

9/11 

 

 

Biology 

Reflection: Issues of 

Measurement due by 9am 

 

 

Dodge, K. A., Coie, J. D. and Lynam, D. 2007. Aggression and 

Antisocial Behavior in Youth. Handbook of Child Psychology. III:12. 

 

Bryn King (2012) Psychological Theories of Violence, Journal of 

Human Behavior in the Social Environment, 22:5, 553-571. 

 
Wed. 

9/13 
Psychology 

 

Mon. 

9/18 

Sociology 

 

Ember, C. R., & Ember, M. (2005). Explaining Corporal Punishment 

of Children: A Cross‐Cultural Study. American 

Anthropologist, 107(4), 609-619. 

 

Bernburg, J. G., & Thorlindsson, T. (2005). Violent values, conduct 

norms, and youth aggression: A multilevel study in Iceland. The 
Sociological Quarterly, 46(3), 457-478. 

 

Accomazzo, S. (2012). Anthropology of violence: Historical and 

current theories, concepts, and debates in physical and socio-cultural 

anthropology. Journal of human behavior in the social 
environment, 22(5), 535-552. 

 

Lawson, J. (2012). Sociological theories of intimate partner 

violence. Journal of Human Behavior in the Social 

Environment, 22(5), 572-590. 

Wed. 

9/20 
Anthropology 

 
 

Mon. 

9/25 

Political Science 

 

Valentino, B. A. (2014). Why we kill: The political science of 

political violence against civilians. Annual Review of Political 
Science, 17, 89-103. 

 

Accomazzo, S. (2012). Theoretical perspectives on the political 

economy of violence. Journal of human behavior in the social 

environment, 22(5), 591-606. 

 

Kramer, R., & Michalowski, R. (2005). War, Aggression and State 

Crime: A Criminological Analysis of the Invasion and Occupation of 

Iraq. The British Journal of Criminology, 45(4), 446-469. 

 

Wed. 

9/27 
Criminology 

 

Mon. 

10/2 

No Class - Reading Holiday 

Wed. 

10/4 

Integrating theoretical 

perspectives 

Bronfenbrenner, U. (1977). Toward an experimental ecology of 

human development. American psychologist, 32(7), 513. 

 

Heise, L. L. (1998). Violence against women: an integrated, 

ecological framework. Violence against women, 4(3), 262-290. 
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Blevins, K. R., Johnson Listwan, S., Cullen, F. T., & Lero Jonson, C. 

(2010). A general strain theory of prison violence and misconduct: 

An integrated model of inmate behavior. Journal of Contemporary 

Criminal Justice, 26(2), 148-166. 

 

Cavanaugh, M. M. (2012). Theories of violence: Social science 

perspectives. Journal of human behavior in the social 
environment, 22(5), 607-618. 

 

Mon. 

10/9 

SCREENING:  

A Girl in the River 

Reflection: Integrating 

Theoretical Perspectives  

due by 9am 

 

 

 

 

 

Violence, Mental Health & Predictions of Dangerousness 

Wed. 

10/11 

Violence and  

Mental Health 

Monahan, J. (1992). Mental disorder and violent behavior: 

Perceptions and evidence. American Psychologist, 47(4), 511-521. 

 

Link, B. G., Phelan, J. C., Bresnahan, M., Stueve, A., & Pescosolido, 

B. A. (1999). Public conceptions of mental illness: labels, causes, 

dangerousness, and social distance. American journal of public 
health, 89(9), 1328-1333. 

 

Elbogen, E. B., & Johnson, S. C. (2009). The intricate link between 

violence and mental  disorder: Results from the National 

Epidemiologic Survey on Alcohol and Related  Conditions. Archives 

of General Psychiatry, 66, 152-161. 

 

Rozel, J. S., & Mulvey, E. P. (2017). The link between mental illness 

and firearm violence: implications for social policy and clinical 

practice. Annual review of clinical psychology, 13, 445-469. 

 

 

Mon. 

10/16 

Risk Assessment: 

Measuring & Predicting 

Violence 

Monahan, J. (1988). Risk assessment of violence among the 

mentally disordered: Generating useful knowledge. International 

journal of law and psychiatry, 11(3), 249-257. 

 
Litwack, T. R. (2001). Actuarial versus clinical prediction of 

dangerousness. Psychology,  Public Policy, and Law, 7, 409-443.   

  
Monahan, J. and Skeem, J.L. (2014) ‘The evolution of violence risk 

assessment’, CNS Spectrums, 19(5), pp. 419–424. doi: 

10.1017/S1092852914000145. 

 

Rice, J.D. (2017). My Brother, the Violent Offender. Slate. 
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Representations of Violence 

Wed. 

10/18 

 

SCREENING:  

Frontline: Witness South 

Sudan 

 

 

 

Mon. 

10/23 

 

Visual Representations 

of Violence 

French, L. (2002). Exhibiting terror. Truth claims: Representation 
and human rights, 131-55. 

 

Sontag, S. (2004). Regarding the torture of others. New York Times 

Magazine, 23(5), 04. 

 

Green, J. (2003). When political art mattered. New York Times, 7. 

 

Leslie Parr (2016) Photo Censorship Only Hides Truth, Journal of 

Media Ethics, 31:1, 69-70  

 

Rochelle M. Green, Bonnie Mann & Amy E. Story (2006) Care, 

Domination, and Representation, Journal of Mass Media Ethics, 

21:2-3, 177-195 

 

Laub, D. (1995). Truth and testimony: The process and the 

struggle. Trauma: Explorations in memory, 61-75. 

 

Kleinman, A., & Kleinman, J. (1996). The appeal of experience; the 

dismay of images: cultural appropriations of suffering in our 

times. Daedalus, 1-23. 

 

Kay, L., Reilly, R. C., Connolly, K., & Cohen, S. (2010). Help or 

harm? Symbolic violence, secondary trauma and the impact of press 

coverage on a community. Journalism Practice, 4(4), 421-438. 

 

Stewart, K. (2017) Social Media and the Politics of Forgetting, 

Journal of Media Ethics, 32:2, 137-138 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wed. 

10/25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Narrative Representations 

of Violence 

Special Topics in Violence  

 

Mon. 

10/30 

 

Cultural violence 

Reflection:  

Representation of Violence  

due by 9am 

Presentations 

 

Galtung, J. (1990). Cultural violence. Journal of peace 

research, 27(3), 291-305. 

 

Staub, E. (1996). Cultural-societal roots of violence: The examples 

of genocidal violence and of contemporary youth violence in the 

United States. American Psychologist, 51(2), 117. 

 

Farmer, P. (1996). On suffering and structural violence: A view 

from below. Daedalus, 261-283. 

 

Wed. 

11/1 

Structural violence 

Presentations 
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Farmer, P. (1999). Pathologies of power: rethinking health and 

human rights. American Journal of Public Health, 89(10), 1486-

1496. 

 

Roy, K. G. (2000). The systemic conditions leading to violent 

human behavior. The journal of applied behavioral Science, 36(4), 

389-406. 

 

Farmer, P., Bourgois, P., ScheperHughes, N., Fassin, D., Green, L., 

Heggenhougen, H. K., ... & Farmer, P. (2004). An anthropology of 

structural violence. Current anthropology, 45(3), 305-325. 

 

Farmer, P. E., Nizeye, B., Stulac, S., & Keshavjee, S. (2006). 

Structural violence and clinical medicine. PLoS Med, 3(10), e449. 

 

Mon. 

11/6 

 

Direct violence:  

Violence against women 

Paper Prep Assignment  

due by 9am 

Presentations 

 

Slashinski, M. J., Coker, A. L., & Davis, K. E. (2003). Physical 

aggression, forced sex, and stalking victimization by a dating 

partner: an analysis of the National Violence Against Women 

Survey. Violence and victims, 18(6), 595-617. 

 

Ali, P. A., & Naylor, P. B. (2013). Intimate partner violence: A 

narrative review of the feminist, social and ecological explanations 

for its causation. Aggression and Violent Behavior, 18(6), 611-619. 

 

Schuller, R. A. (2003). Expert evidence and its impact on jurors' 

decisions in homicide trials involving battered women. Duke J. 

Gender L. & Pol'y, 10, 225. 

 

Shannon, K., Kerr, T., Allinott, S., Chettiar, J., Shoveller, J., & 

Tyndall, M. W. (2008). Social and structural violence and power 

relations in mitigating HIV risk of drug-using women in survival 

sex work. Social science & medicine, 66(4), 911-921. 

 

Pronyk, P. M., Hargreaves, J. R., Kim, J. C., Morison, L. A., 

Phetla, G., Watts, C., ... & Porter, J. D. (2006). Effect of a 

structural intervention for the prevention of intimate-partner 

violence and HIV in rural South Africa: a cluster randomised 

trial. The lancet, 368(9551), 1973-1983. 

 

Wed. 

11/8 

Preventing  

violence against women 

Presentations 

 

 

Mon. 

11/13 

 

Direct violence:  

Child abuse & neglect 

Presentations 

 

 

Reppucci, N. D., & Aber, M. (1992).  Child maltreatment 

prevention and the legal system.  In D. Willis, E. W. Holden, & M. 

Rosenberg (Eds.), Prevention of child maltreatment:  

Developmental and ecological perspectives (pp. 249-266). New 

York: Wiley. 

 

Wolfe, D, Reppucci, N.D. & Hart, S (1995). Child abuse 

prevention: Knowledge and priorities. Journal of Clinical Child 
Psychology, 24 Supplement, pp.5-22. 

 

Wed. 

11/15 

Preventing  

child abuse & neglect 

Presentations 
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Melton, G. B., Holaday, B. J., & Kimbrough-Melton, R. J. (2008). 

Community life, public health, and children's safety. Family & 

community health, 31(2), 84-99. 

 

McDonell, J. R., Ben-Arieh, A., & Melton, G. B. (2015). Strong 

Communities for Children: Results of a multi-year community-

based initiative to protect children from harm. Child abuse & 

neglect, 41, 79-96. 
 

Mon. 

11/20 

 

Direct violence:  

Youth & gang violence 

Presentations 

 

 

Dodge, K (2008) Framing public policy and prevention of chronic 

violence in American youth, American Psychologist, 63, 573-590. 

 

Reppucci, N.D., Fried, C.S., & Schmidt, M.G. (2002). Youth 

violence: Risk and protective factors, In R.R. Corrado, R. Roesch, 

S.D. Hart, & J.K. Gierowski (Eds.) Multi-Problem Violent Youth: 

A Foundation for Comparative Research on Needs, Interventions 

and Outcomes, Amsterdam, Netherlands: IOS Press (pp. 3-22) 

 

Oudekerk, B. A., & Reppucci, N. D. R. (2011). Reducing 

recidivism and violence among offending youth. In J. Dvoskin, J. 

L. Skeem, R. W. Novaco, & K. S. Douglas (Eds.), Applying social 

science to reduce violent offending. Oxford Press. 

Wed. 

11/22 
No Class – Thanksgiving 

Mon. 

11/27 

 

 

War, genocide, crimes 

against humanity 

Presentations 

 

Tibbitts, F. (2002). Understanding What We Do: Emerging Models 

for Human Rights Education. International Review of Education / 
Internationale Zeitschrift Für Erziehungswissenschaft / Revue 

Internationale De L'Education, 48(3/4), 159-171.  

 

Staub, E. (2000). Genocide and mass killing: Origins, prevention, 

healing and reconciliation. Political Psychology, 21(2), 367-382. 

 

Staub, E., Pearlman, L. A., Gubin, A., & Hagengimana, A. (2005). 

Healing, reconciliation, forgiving and the prevention of violence 

after genocide or mass killing: An intervention and its 

experimental evaluation in Rwanda. Journal of Social and Clinical 
Psychology, 24(3), 297-334. 

 

Staub, E. (2013). Building a peaceful society: origins, prevention, 

and reconciliation after genocide and other group violence. 

American Psychologist, 68(7), 576-589. 

 

Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada. (2015). Truth 

and Reconciliation Commission of Canada: Calls to Action. Truth 

and Reconciliation Commission of Canada. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wed. 

11/29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCREENING: 

Long Night’s Journey into 

Day 

Presentations 

 

Mon. 

12/4 

Wrap-up 

Final Papers Due 
No readings 
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